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The White House 

Dear Grace: 

The President will probably be interested 
in the enclosed VESSEL report, numbered 67-a and dated 
10 February 1945. Will you kindly see that it reaches 
his desk? Thank you. 
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The following is a resume of the first talk between 


Myron Taylor and Harada Ken, Japanese Ambassador to the Holy 
See, as reported by Vessel: 


Harada declared that Japanese elements desirous of 
peace are not responsible for the Pacific war, and that those 
elements might be able to make their will felt if the Anglo- 
Americans would offer acceptable terms. 

Taylor reminded Harada that American public opinion 
still remembers the unprovoked attack on Pearl Harbor. He prom¬ 
ised, however, to initiate a friendly investigation of the pos¬ 
sibilities for negotiation. 

Taylor and Harada agreed that the terns of the two 
belligerent groups, as they knew them, were too far apart to 
permit negotiations. 

Harada stated that the United States' chief war aim 
apparently was a victory that would give Japanese pacifist ele¬ 
ments ascendancy over the military and prevent any future mili¬ 
tarist aggression. He added th:t Japan was exhausted by the 
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war she has been fighting since 1937, and that she needs a long 
period of peace. 


William J. Donovan 
Director 


VESSEL 67-a 

Report of 10 February 1945 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


17 February 1945 


Mias Grace Tully 
The White Houae 

Dear Grace: 

I think the President will be inter¬ 
ested in the enclosed memorandum, which contains a 
report from our representative in London. Will you 
kindly see that it reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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The following letter froa the OSS representative in 
London, dated 8 February 1945, contains background information 
on King Peter's nomination of Yuray Shutey (Sutej) and General 
IXishan Siaovic for the Yugoslav regency council. Attached is 
a copy of a letter froa General Simovich to Premier Subasich, 
explaining and defending the General's seemingly conciliatory 
attitude toward Italy and Germany in March and April 1941. 

•On the morning of 7 February, ling Peter received 
Yuray Shutey (Sutej) after Shutey had been informed of the re¬ 
jection of his oandidacy for the regency council by Marshal 
Tito. The ling told Shutey of his conference on 6 February 
with Yuray Krnyevich (Knrjevio), who had insisted that the 
ling retain Shutey as regent. Krnyevich allegedly advised 
the ling to insist upon Shutey even if the latter should at¬ 
tempt to offer his resignation. 

■Dr. Shutey told the King that he found himself in 
a most embarrassing position but he would, of course, serve 
the King in any capacity that he wishes. Shutey suggested 


that in vie* of the fact that the Ting was going to preside 
over the Cabinet meeting that very afternoon, it would be de¬ 
sirable that Shutey should in the presence of the other members 
of the Cabinet offer his resignation and ask the ling to re¬ 
lease him from his appointment as Regent. He advised the King 
to put on a little act and to pretend that he was annoyed at 
Shutey's attempt to resign, insisting in no uncertain terms 
that he, Shutey, had no right to withdraw after being ap¬ 
pointed by the ling. 

■In the afternoon the ling presided over the Cabinet 
meeting as scheduled and specifically asked each member of the 
Cabinet not to leave London for Belgrade until and unless the 
Regency question had been settled. He called the Premier's at¬ 
tention to the fact that he signed an agreement with the King 


about two weeks ago that he would not leave for Yugoslavia un¬ 
til he obtained the consent of the ling and until the Regency 
had been appointed. Interior Minister losanovich and Shutey 
promised the King not to leave without his consent. Premier 
Subasich was silent throughout the meeting but twwods the end 
allegedly assured the King that he would not leave until the 
Regency question is saoothed out. C/A _ 
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■Justice Minister Marushich, however, pointed out to 
the ling that the King's demand that the Cabinet remain put Ma- 
rushich in an embarrassing position with the National Committee 
of Liberation. The King replied that r You have taken an oath 
to the King and you must abide by his request. I cannot let 
you go and remain here alone in the lurch. The Regency ques¬ 
tion must be settled before you move to Belgrade. 1 

■During the Cabinet session, related the King, Shutey 
put on the act as agreed upon. He made a speech begging the 
King to release him as Regent in view of Tito's reply. The King 
reprimanded Shutey, telling him that he had no right even to 
suggest such a course of action; that he was appointed by the 


King and he must stick to it. Shutey then assured the King 
that the will of His Majesty would be heeded and that he would, 
of course, be at the complete disposal of the King. 

■Late in the evening Shutey informed the King that 
British Ambassador Stevenson had seen Subasich and demanded 
that the Cabinet leave for Belgrade. He allegedly told Suba¬ 
sich that the planes would be ready at the airport on Saturday, 
10 February, and that the planes would wait no longer. This 
report corresponds with Subasich's statement to me on 6 Febru- 
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ary that he is contemplating leaving London by plane on the 
■orning of 10 February. He is all packed and ready to go. 
The ling'8 statement that Subasich promised to remain until 
the Regency question is settled seems to be contrary to what 
Subasich told me that very same day. 

■At 6:30 p.m. I saw the original letter forwarded 
by General Simovic to Subasich. I am enclosing a copy of it 
herewith. I asked the King in the evening whether he contem¬ 
plates insisting upon General Simovic as Regent. The ling 
told me that he has not decided and he did not raise that 
question at the Cabinet session referred to above. He told 
me that he was having difficulty trying to find another Serb 
who would be acceptable to him and at the same time would not 
be anathema to Tito. He was giving some thought to appoint¬ 
ing Bozo Markovich, who is now in New York, but he was told 
by several people that Markovich's health is so poor he would 
probably not accept. 

■The King has not made up his mind as to who should 
be Substituted for General Simovic if the latter is to be re¬ 


placed. ■ 
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Director 
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To The Prime Minister, 

Dr. Ivan Subasic, 

Royal Yugoslav Government, 

London. 

Sir, 

H. U. The ling, by a decision communicated to the 
Government on 2 February, has nominated me a member of the 
Royal Regency Council. This decision also has reached the 
press. 

Marshal Tito, in reply to my query, has agreed with 
the decision of H. M. The King. His reply was communicated to 
me by General Velebit, the head of Marshal Tito's Military Mis¬ 
sion, and also by you. 

However, today you informed me that you have obtained 
a certain document which bears the date April 1941, as a result 
of which you have decided to oppose the decision of His Majesty 
and Marshal Tito. 

On my request to produce this document, you stated 
that it consists of a note bearing my handwriting, and that it 
represents my instructions to the then Minister of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs for carrying on negotiations with Germans and Italians. 
You also—from another note of yours--explained to me the 
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contents of this note. As far as I can remember, you said it 
contained the following statements: 

a. That no particular Anglophile feelings should be 
shown; 


b. That some sort of neutrality should be followed, 
whereby the Italian left and German right flanks would be 
covered; 


c. That we would occupy Salonica to prevent disem¬ 
barkation of forces hostile to Germany. 

On my further request to name the person who supplied 
you with this document, and to explain why it was not produced 
during the last three or four years by the now apparently con¬ 
scientious holder, you replied that you could not do this but 
would supply me without delay with a photographic copy of this 
note. You even refused to hand me your own notes about this 
note. 


This immediately raised the question in my own mind 
as to what interpretation you were now placing on this note. 
But not for a moment did I have any doubts as to the purpose 
of the note at the time when it was written (if it was indeed 
written by me) as it must have been very necessary in view of 
the following situation which then prevailed. 
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advent alone had in fact dissolved the Tripartite Pact, was en¬ 
gaged in diplomatic efforts to at least postpone the outbreak of 
war. This was necessary to gain badly needed time for the aobil 
isation already ordered by me, and to prepare the country*s de¬ 
fense, which previous governments neglected. 

In my capacity of Prime Minister, and apart from the 
Foreign Minister, I was working in two directions: 


1) to secure help from Britain and the United States, 

2) to obtain an agreement of mutual assistance with 
Soviet Russia. 

I negotiated with the British Ambassador, Sir Ronald 
Campbell, on 2 and 3 April. The Chief of the Imperial General 
Staff had negotiations with him during his secret visit. He 
was accompanied by Mr. Eden's secretary. During these negotia¬ 
tions, carried on in the offices of our General Staff, we re¬ 
ceived prospects of Allied help. Consequently, I sent the head 
of the operating department of our General Staff to Greece in 
order to contact Generals Maitland and Wilson, then commanding 
the Allied forces in Greece. 

At the same time, through our Ambassador in the United 


States, I made efforts to obtain material help from there. This 
was promised to us. 
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I negotiated with the Soviet Charge" d'Affaires in 

Belgrade, Mr. Lebediev. He finally transmitted to me the sug¬ 
gestion of Mr. Molotov that authorized representatives be sent 
to Soviet Russia in order to conclude a pact of mutual assist¬ 
ance. On 1 April, I sent Colonel SUich and Colonel Savich to 
Moscow. At the same time, our Minister in Moscow was instructed 
to contact Mr. Molotov, and, in his capacity as head of our del¬ 
egation, to conclude the pact. These activities of mine resulted 
in the pact of mutual assistance which was in fact signed on the 
night of 5 April. 

Nevertheless, we needed time to complete our mobili¬ 
zation and to realize our other plans without provoking the 
Germans and Italians. In view of this fact, and after receiv¬ 
ing confidential reports of German troop concentrations on our 
frontiers, I asked our Ministry of Foreign Affairs to adopt a 
policy of conciliation towards Germany and Italy in order to 
conceal our real intentions.- This was also the attitude of 
the entire Government. 

But if proof be needed that the conciliatory policy 
adopted toward Germany in March and April 1941 was a purely 
fictitious one, it is hardly necessary to bring up old notes 
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of the period, whether or not they be in my handwriting. The 

true policy of the Yugoslav Government is clearly established 

in the world press of that time. 

Besides, a similar conciliatory policy was adopted 
by Soviet Russia as soon as the danger of war approached that 
country. With the same end in view, namely to gain time, So¬ 
viet Russia even concluded a political pact with Germany. I 
therefore ask myself, today when the war is nearing a success¬ 
ful end, if the leading responsible Russian statesmen are also 
to be attacked for adopting such a policy? 

It is regrettable that today, when our people badly 
need all our energies for constructive work, you Sir, from 
your responsible and high place are, by this action of yours, 
wasting our energies and imposing unnecessary difficulties 
upon our highest leadership both here and at home. 


GJ 




SAL D. SIMOVIC 


Former Prime Minister of Yugoslavia 


London, 6 February 1945 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 



19 February 1945 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the enclosed memorandum, which quotes a letter from 
the OSS representative in London. Will you kindly see 
that it reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

flUJ. 

William J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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Th* following letter, dated 9 February 1945, from the 
OSS representative in London, contains background information 
on the attitude of Premier Subaaich toward the departure of the 
Yugoslav cabinet for Belgrade: 


■On 8 February, Premier Subaaich reported to me on 
the cabinet meeting of 7 February at which ling Peter had pre¬ 
sided. He confirmed the ling's statement that he (ting Peter) 
had requested the cabinet to remain in London until the ques¬ 
tion of the regency was settled. After the ling left, accord¬ 
ing to Subasich, he and his cabinet remained for farther dis¬ 
cussion. They agreed unanimously that it would be ill-advised 
to rush to Yugoslavia without the King's consent before settle¬ 
ment of the regency problem. 


■Towards the end of the cabinet meeting British Ambas¬ 
sador Stevenson called up and asked to speak to Subasich. The 
members of the cabinet begged him not to see this ■Uephistoph- 
eles\ It seems that members of the Royal Yugoslav Government, 
as well as the King, are annoyed at Stevenson's constant pres¬ 
sure to have then leave for Yugoslavia. From various sources 


I gather that Ambassador Stevenson is 100 percent pro-Tito, and 
is probably carrying out the instructions of the British Foreign 
Office in his approach to the whole problem. Subasich informed 
Stevenson that he was attending a meeting of the cabinet and 
would have to postpone seeing him. 

■In the late afternoon Subasich saw Stevenson, who in¬ 
sisted upon the immediate departure of the Royal Yugoslav Govern 
ment for Belgrade without waiting for the settlement of the re¬ 
gency question. Subasich told me that Stevenson claimed to have 
received a message from the Soviets, who insisted upon the imme¬ 
diate departure of the Government. Stevenson allegedly added: 

*Ie cannot put off the planes any longer; you must be all ready 
by the morning of 10 February. 1 'For the first time 1 , said Su- 
basich, 'I blew up. I told Ambassador Stevenson: "By making 
us go to Belgrade immediately you will probably please the Rus¬ 
sians. But what will the world think of me and what opinion 
will you personally, Mr. Stevenson, have of me if I, as Prime 
Minister of the ling's Government, leave the ling here against 
his wish without settling the question of the regency?" 1 Suba¬ 
sich told Stevenson that under no circumstances could he see 

his way clear to an immediate departure. He also let Stevenson 
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know that even if he personally went f the rest of the Govemnent 
would not follow him in disregarding the ling's request. 

■I immediately transmitted this information to Ambas¬ 
sador Patterson and suggested that he verify this by speaking to 
Stevenson, particularly with reference to the contemplated de¬ 
parture of the Royal Yugoslav Government. Patterson spoke to 
Stevenson, who confirmed the whole matter. Stevenson remarked 
to Patterson, 'It looks as if Subasich got cold feet.' Steven¬ 
son admitted that he tried to rush the cabinet to Belgrade by 
plane on 10 February, but that Subasich was undecided and refused 
to commit himself as to the exact date of his departure. Steven¬ 
son also confirmed Subasich's statement that as the Prime Minis¬ 
ter of the Royal Yugoslav Government he could not leave until 
the question of the regency is settled. Ambassador Patterson 
asked Stevenson how he proposed to solve this new crisis, and 
Stevenson replied, 'Let them fight it out amongst themselves.' 

"Subasich expressed considerable doubt to me about the 
future that is awaiting him. He told me, and his wife confirmed 
it, that they may yet leave for the United States instead of 
Belgrade. Subasich told me that he is very much disheartened 
by Partisan attacks on his friend, the Croat Peasant Party 
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leader, Machek. He told me that during his last trip to Yugo¬ 
slavia he spoke to Tito, Ivan Ribar, and Edvard lardely, asking 
them to promise him one thing only, and that was not to permit 
any attacks on Machek- He told me further that when he was in 
Yugoslavia he received a note from the representatives of the 
Doaabrans (whom he identified as the Home Guard of the Croatian 
Peasant Party, 150 thousand strong) to prevail upon Tito not to 
attack Machek. ^5SS analysts in Washington comment that the 
Domabrans, who originally constituted the Home Guard of the 
Croat Peasant Party, were largely dissolved during the war and 
absorbed by the Ustashi and the army of the Croat puppet govern¬ 
ment. The latter organisations, however, now appear to be dis¬ 
integrating. If the Domabrans should regain their unity they 
might carry some political weight in liberated Yugoslavia^ 
Before his departure, according to Subasich, Tito and his col¬ 


leagues gave him a solemn promise not to attack Machek. A week 
after his departure the most vicious and slanderous attacks 
were commenced against the Croat Peasant Party leader. 

■Subasich told me that General Velebit came in one day 
and started to talk against Machek, repeating the attacks which 
were disseminated in the Communist press in Yugoslavia. Subasich 
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upbraided. Velebit in no uncertain terms. But, said^ttasUl 7 ? 


Velebit was just following the line taken by Tito and his col¬ 
leagues despite their promise to Subasich. 


■'This incident 1 , said Subasich, 'makes me wonder how 
they are going to treat me after I reach Belgrade, and whether 
the fate which befell losutich is awaiting me. • losutich, the 
Vice-President of the Croatian Peasant Party, escaped from Za¬ 
greb to negotiate with Tito, and ahen he refused to follow the 
line laid down by the National Committee of Liberation, was 
placed under home arrest. 

■Subasich told me that he is still anxious to go to 
Yugoslavia and to do what he can for his country, but that he 
fears he will be isolated among the 28 members of the Govern¬ 
ment. He complained to me, 'I cannot even rely on the members 
of the Royal Yugoslav Government, who are talking against me 
behind my back. I am going there alone.' Time and again he 
repeated that he is flirting with the idea of returning to 
America and retiring to private life. 

■Subasich said that Tito is going too far on the ques¬ 
tion of the regency. At first, Tito approved of Simovich and 
later retracted his approval. Subasich felt that the ling 
should be accorded the privilege of naming his own regents and 
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that If Tito were as strong as he olaias to be he would not have 
insisted upon hawing Ante Mandich and Sretan Vukoaawlyewioh. 

'If Tito kills Bachek', said Subasioh, 'the whole of Croatia 
will arise against hia, and that will be in addition to the 
Serbian problen with which he is faced now. The Serbian people 
will not stand for totalitarianism. • 


■Speaking of the Yugoslav press, Subasich pointed out 
that during all these weeks, since he had concluded negotiations 
with Tito, not a single line or article was devoted to him in 
the press. There is complete silence as to his activities and 
efforts to bring about a compromise. Not once was his picture 
printed in the papers. His name is only referred to when they 
speak of the Tito-Subasich agreement, and that he regards as 
exceedingly significant. 

■Late in the evening Subasich stated that Churchill, 
before his departure for the Big Three conference, had told him 
that a great deal would depend upon the results of the confer¬ 
ence. 'Perhaps 1 , said Mr. Churchill, 'the control of Yugoslavia 
will be placed in the hands of the Big Three, in which case the 
whole situation will change considerably. But, frankly, I can 


not tell at this time what is going to happen there. 1 


DECLASSIFIED 
By Authority of, 

007b z. 


m 11 u/3 



■Fro* 

had decided to await Churchill's return and find out what exactly 
was decided about Yugoslavia. He told me that he is hopeful that 
the United States will play a more active part in Yugoslavia, 
which would enhance Subasich's prestige when he gets to Belgrade. 

■From this day on, Subasich asserted, he will not re¬ 
veal, even to his colleagues, the exact date of his departure 
for Belgrade, if he goes there. He will try to postpone the 
trip, if possible, until Churchill's return. 

■To summarise Subasich's attitude at the present mo¬ 
ment: He is much perturbed by the uncertainty that is awaiting 
him in Belgrade. He is beginning to have serious doubts whether 
he will be given an opportunity to play an important role in the 
new government. • He is much perturbed by the constant attacks on 
Machek, since they are both members of the same party. He is 
greatly harassed by his own colleagues in the Government on one 
side, and by the ling's insistence to remain here, on the other. 

He is becoming annoyed with Ambassador Stevenson's pressure to 
leave things undone and to rush to Belgrade to settle the regency 
question. 

■In the light of all this, he is tempted to throw up 
everything and go to the United States to write his memoirs. 
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8nbasich ia not a happj nan at thia nonent.■ 


a 




liIlian J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. • 

21 February 1945 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

The President will probably be interested 
in the enclosed memorandum, containing intelligence 
transmitted by our London representative, fill you 
be good enough to see that it reaches his desk? 
Thank you. 

Sincerely yours. 



William J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The following information, transmitted by the 08S rep¬ 
resentative in London, has been supplied by a usually reliable 
source in the Polish Ministry of Information: 

President tladislaw Racskiewic* is seriously consid¬ 
ering the idea of releasing the araed forces, under the control 
of the London Government, fron their oath of allegiance. Such 
a step would enable soldiers aivl officers individually to de¬ 
cide whether to place theaselves at the disposal of the proposed 
provisional government in Poland and return to the homeland, to 
offer theaselves to the Western Allies as mercenaries, or to 
take such other action as they see fit. The intransigence among 
the rank and file of these Polish forces appears to be diminish¬ 
ing in favor of a more realistic outlook. Several Generals and 
a considerable number of Polish army officers of all ranks are 
reported privately to have indicated a readiness to return to 
the new Poland. The most important of these is reported to be 
General Stan is law Macse^ t ^p^er of the Polish First Armored 
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Division on the Western front. The majority of the officers 
and men under his command are said to hold similar views. 

Source believes that many other Polish officers of 
all ranks would declare themselves in favor of returning to 
Poland, except for the recent statement by General Vlichal Rola- 
Zymieraki that the new regime will deal harshly with high-rank¬ 
ing officers and will only accept those below the rank of major. 
Even among the Polish General Staff in London sentiment appears 
to be veering towards a return to Poland. Surprising activity 
in favor of a return is reported taking place on high levels • 
of the General Staff Deuxieme Bureau (Intelligence). General 
Tabor, deputy Chief of Staff, has repeatedly mentioned that he 
favors returning home, though General Stanislas Eopanski, the 
Chief of Staff, remains undecided. Opposition to a return is 
apparently still prevalent in the Polish Navy and in the Polish 
Corps under the command of General Anders in Italy. 

Source's Ciech contacts report that the following 
three former Polish leaders are actively participating in the 
formation of the new government: ex-President Stanislas 
Wojciechowski; the aged ex-President Wicenty litos, and the 
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well-known Socialist leader, Putak. Source comments that the 
participation of Puaak or some other well-known Socialist in 
the provisional government could effect a complete reversal 
in the hitherto irreconcilable position of the Socialists in 
London. Among the latter, Jan Stanczyk and Ludwig Grosfeld 
reportedly already are willing to go to Poland if Mikolajozyk 
does. 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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22 February 1945 


Miss Grace Tullj 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I think the President will be interested 
in the enclosed message fron our London representa¬ 
tive. Will you kindly see that it reaches his desk? 
Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

Enclosure. 
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momim FOR THE PRESIDENT: 


The 06S representative ha a transmitted the following 
information, obtained by trustworthy sources in aid-February 
from four members of the Hungarian Provisional Government and 
the chief8 of the Hungarian Red Cross now in Debrecen. The OSS 
representative evaluates the information F-3. 

The Hungarian Provisional Government is virtually cut 
off from the outside world, since no adequate transportation, 
radio or telegraph communications are available to it. One car 
is the sole means of transportation for the entire Cabinet. The 
Soviet command and the ACC in Debrecen have radio and telephone 
communications with Budapest, Moscow and other places, and pos¬ 
sess good cars and trucks. 

The Government may communicate with the Americans or 
British only through the Soviet AOC at Debrecen, headed by Mar¬ 
shal Voroshilov and including a staff of some 325 other officers. 

The food situation in Debrecen is critical. Of the 
former 350 doctors in Debrecen only 60 remain. Typhus has broken 


out. The Germans and have destroyed or taken away 


medical supplies. 
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There is urgent need for UNRRA assistance, for medical 
supplies, food, clothing, and transportation. The Hungarians, 
however, are afraid to ask the Western Allies for assistance 
lest the Soviets misinterpret such a request. 

As of U February, 9000 Hungarian soldiers were being 
held as prisoners in Debrecen. Previously they had been re¬ 
leased as the nucleus of the new army, but they were seized 
again as prisoners of war, by order of Marshal Malinovski. 

Moscow is now to determine their status. 

Hungarian officials claim that the Soviets are moving 
large groups of persons from the rural areas, and that 200,000 
such persons have already been sent to the USSR. Spring plant¬ 
ing has been reduced by 80 percent due to the loss of farmstock 
and equipment. 

Famine and disease is reported in Budapest. The Gov¬ 
ernment plans to remain in Debrecen at least six seeks longer. 



William J. Donovan 
Director 
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Sub-sources mentioned in foregoing Memorandum: 


Minister of far, Janos Voros, 

Minister of Education, Geaa Teleki 
Minister of Health, Eric Molnar 
Secretary to Premier Bela Miklos, Tarnay 
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A representative of ours, an American sent in especially for 
the purpose, has just returned here from Bangkok, .here he confer¬ 
red personally with several high Thai officials, including Luang 
i'radit. Regent of Thailand. 

He brought with hie certain political intelligence and pro¬ 
posals, including a proposal of the Regent for the formation of a 
provisional Free Thai government in this country, which have been 
referred to the State Cepartment. (See Appendix A). 

He also brought with him certain military intelligence and 
proposals, including a detailed, account of Japanese forces in 
Thailand, the potentialities of*the Thai armed forces for aid to 
the Allies, and a war plan based on these dispositions which are 
being referred to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. (See Appendix B). 

Both the political abd military proposals are also being 
presented in Washington on behalf of the Regent by Suni Theparaksa, 
a delegate of the Foreign Office, who came out of Thailand for 
this purpose with one of our missions. 

An American officer is at present in Bangkok, where he has 


personal access to the Regent, and his principal aide* 
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Free Thai movement, and radio coanunication to our base on Ceylon. 
(He constitutes a channel of communication to the Regent.) He 
is sending to us information received directly by him, and by 
this means also we hope to establish an additional line of 


penetration to Japan, 


J) 


Fi Ilian J. Donovan 


Director 
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In October 1344 OSS operating under South East Asia Command 
from Ceylon was able to introduce a number of American-trained Thai 
agents into Thailand by airplane. These agents followed by about four 
months another group of American-trained Thais which had been intro¬ 
duced by CSS officers overland fron China. The China group had 
been all picked up by Thai police, and as at that time the Govern¬ 
ment in Thailand was that of Premier Pibul, tfio was pro-Axis in 
his actions, they were all held incommunicado by the police in 
Bangkok. The Ceylon group arrived after the new Government of 
Premier Kowit had cane into power. 


Fortunately, two of these agents were able to make contact 
with the Free Thai movement directly, thus avoiding the police. 
Through their friendly Thai associates they net Luang Pradit, the. 
Regent of Thailand and the leader of the Free Thai kovcrent. 

As they had lost their radio, Pradit instructed the police 
to give them every facility in making contact with Ceylon. This 
involved using the radios brought in by the China group of Thais. 


By November G3S had started to receive a series of in¬ 
telligence messages from both groups of agents, which, as time went 
on, assumed an increasingly greater significance. 3y December, 
intelligence was coming out which was forming the basis for B-29 
raids in Thailand and Singapore, andfh(fc*jitj^^j9 
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military intelligence on Japanese dispositions end intentions in 
the area was made available to us. Material also began to cone in 
from Japan and Indo-China thraigh Thai representatives in those 
countries. 

One of the most important reasons for the success of these 
OSS operations in Thailand has been that OSS had used Free Thai 
representatives abroad, such as Mr. Sanguan Tularak, as advisors 
and instructors for their students. It was inevitable that contacts 
would be made with the Free Thai Movement which would aiooeed in 
producing the most valuable type of military intelligence but which 
would also bring up political questions. 

As a result of the successful development of these initial 
operations, for by this time the China group of Thai agents were 
receiving far better treatment, a second phase of these gensral 
operations was proposed. 

This phase involved the introduction of an American Mission 
into Thailand consisting of OSS officers prepared to discuss the 
possibilities of a greaterdevelopaent of intelligence networks through¬ 
out the area and also underground operations involving resistance 
groups and guerrilla forces to fight the Japanese. 

In the beginning, cur Thais in Thailand sent a series of 
messages indicating that the situation was still critical in the 
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country, and that no further agents should be introduced until the 
all-clear signal was given. By the middle of December, however, the 
situation had improved, and by the thirtieth of that month OSS 
had received a message saying that Pradit had approved the dis- 
ignation of a site in southern Thailand at which an amphibious air- 
plane could land carrying American officers. The following day 
(the 31at) OSS received a message from Pradit wishing; "on the 
evening of this auspicious New Year, long life and happiness 

to the Allies, and looking forward to the day when Siamese Armed 
Forces and people will have the privilege to march shoulder to 


shoulder with the Allied Armies for the liberation of oppressed 


peoples from Axis domination". 

IXiring January, a further series of messages from Pradit 
indicated that in return for introducing this American Mission he 
would like to have a prominent Thai diplomat exfiltrated from tte 
country in order to set up a Committee of Tree Thais outside the 
country to initiate negotiations with America and Great Britain 
for the approval of some sort of executive committee or provisional 
government which would be recognized by the United Nations. Pradit 
feels that a free government on Allied territory would with U.S. 
backing be eligible for membership in the United Nations and that 
post-war Thai independence irould thus be assured. Such government 
beyond Japanese influence and recognized by the Great Powers would 
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bring over all within Thailand who are atill uncertain as to what 
course to follow. 

Despite suggestions to the contrary originating partly from 
3ritish scurces, there is but one party in Thailand — anti-Axis 
and united behind Pradit, who alone has a popular following. 

As a result, on January 25, OSS despatched a mission from 
Ceylon by British Catalina consisting of Thai students to reinforce 
our Thai group already in the oountiy, and two American officers 
to continue negotiations with the ?ree Thais for further develop¬ 
ment of intelligence and resistance activities. 

This plan was successfully met and greeted by our Ceylon 
Thais, and the return journey to India carried a Thai from the 
Foreign Affairs Department who bore letters of reference signed 
by the Regent and Tice-Premier authorizing the setting up of a 
Free Thai Committee. 

This spokesman for Pradit states that the Regent now has 
complete control over the Marine Corps and the Navy. In the case 
of the Argy, the C in C, who is Pradit's man. is ill, but his 
Chief of Staff is also with the Free Thai Movement. He feels that 
Pradit will receive more than 50support from the Thai argy. The 
reason for this is his povw?r under the constitution to appoint any 

f 

officers whoa he may choose to the command of the arncr. He thus 
has the whip-hand oyer any 
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that the army, in general, is only waiting impetus from events 
outside Thailand to become wholeheartedly pro-Allied. 

The Free Thai Movement inside has so far been financed by 
Pradit from his own means and by secret contributions from his 
followers; outside activities, even some of those implemented by 
OSS, have been paid for by Thai assets in the U. S. A., unfrozen 
for this purpose, Government Department funds in Bangkok are so 
carefully scrutinized by law that security would be broken by using 
moneys available there. Owing to the expansion of clandestine 
activities the methods formerly used can no longer be continued. 
Pradit now has requested that 500,000 dollars more of Thai gold be 
braight in by OSS for continuance of his work. Plans for carrying 
out this request are under way. 


At the time of th^ arrival of Allied troops on Thai territory, 
the Regent will accept the resignation of the present government. 

He ’/all then appoint a new government, presumably formed around 
the Thai officials coming with the troops, i.e. the executive 
committee or provisional government at present under discussion to 
be formed outside the country. This government vail then declare 
war on Japan and, by constitutional decree, the Regent will order 
the Thai Army, Navy, and Marine Corps to cooperate with the Allies 
and to fight Japanese troops. According to this procedure the 


activities of the Regent will remain constitutional throughout. 

decuuj^i±*d 



On the question of territorial gains nfede by Thailand under 


the Japanese the Regent was extremely frank in conversation with the 
QoS of;icer. lie stated that Thailand was prepared wholeheartedly 
to return to four northern states of ilalaya axd the Shan states to 
Great 3ritain. So far as the territory acquired from Indo-China 
was concerned, he felt that this had been obtained by legal and 
proper negotiations and, furthermore, that the areas rightfully 
belong to Thailand. He suggested that the proper procedure will be 
to submit the rightful claims of Inlo-China and Thailand for this 
territory to an arbitrating power or committee of powers after the 
war. It is hoped that some massage of encouragement will be able 
to be delivered to the Regent and his stout associates in the Free 
Thai Movement who have already contributed so much to the Allied 
cause. It may be pointed out here that- aqy-encouragement that can 
be given by the United States Government to the cause of the Free 
Thais, and in the negotiations now about to be undertaken by the 
Free Thai delegates in Washington, will have an inestimable value 
in strengthening the development of military intelligence in 
South East Asia and hastening the resistance activities to be in¬ 
itiated at the time of Allied ceapaign across the Peninsula of 
Burma and Indo-China. 
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lMG following information concerns the Japanese" trodp' 
tions in Thailand and Thai estimates of the actual fighting strength 
of such forces. The Proposal is that of the Repent Lump Pradit. 

1# Goanese Strength in T hailand as of 30 January 19 Z 5 

The total number of Japanese troops in Thailand as of 30 January 
1)45 was 39,403. Of these, aoproximately 7,500 constituted fighting 
forces. The Japanese troops are spread throughout Thailand, but are 
heavily concentrated in three general areas - the Kanchanaburi dis¬ 
trict, where 15,052 troops are used to guard the burma-Thailand Rail¬ 
way and Allied prisoners of war; Bangkok, where 3,754 Japanese troops, 
consisting for the most part of service forces, are stationed; and 
Churapom, in lower peninsular Thailand, which is the headquarters 
of one Japanese division. In addition, one Brigade of Japanese 
troops is headquartered at Prachuab Khirikhan, but most of its 
strength is located in Burma on the !iergui-Tavoy Coast. 

The exact location of Japanese forces in Thailand, together with 
details of field runs, antiaircraft weapons, tanks, and other mili¬ 
tary elements is shown on a map which is attached hereto and marked 
•Man Jt id ncLAssirnr -* 

1 - By Authority of 

2. Strength of Thai Armed forces _ 

A) The Arm/ _ S£ . "OV 2 7 1973 

The total activated strength of the Thai Army as of 3'J Janu¬ 
ary 1945 was five divisions ana eleftyts ^ yth, aggregating 
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approximately 80,000 men. Representatives of the 
informed the OSS Officers that by the end of March 1945, each of 
these divisions would be at full strength, fully armed and well 
supplied with ammunition. These Thai forces are strategically 
stationed with respect to Japanese forces in Thailand. 

The Thai Army forces are stationed throughout Thailand at points 

which permit ready control of lines of communication between Thailand 

and surrounding territories. Thus the southernmost portion of 

peninsular Thailand is covered by the *th Army division. The northern 

portion of the peninsula and the trails and roads leading from Burma 

to Thailand in that section are protected by Thai Regiments stationed 

at Pechaburi and Ratburi. The Bangkok area is covered by the Thai 

1st division with headquarters at Lobpuri, a city near Bangkok. A 

regiment stationed at Aranyapradet controls the railroads and road 
* • 

extendine into Trench Indo-China on the east. Bines of communication 
between Thailand and French Indo-China in the northeast are under 
the control of the Thai 7th division. Finally, the northern and 
northwest portions of the country are covered by the Thai 3rd division, 
with headquarters in Kengtunp, and the 2nd and 4th divisions, stationed 
in the Chienerr,ai-Chien''rai, Uttaradit area. 

B) The Marines 

The Thai Marine Corps is a relatively email force which was 



f irst organized during Thailand's recent confTjQt with French Indo-Hhino 
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Its headquarters is located at Sattahib, the Thai 
the east shore of the Gulf of Siam. Total strength of this force 
is approximately one brigade, consisting of 5,000 combat troops and 
1,0 J auxiliary units. These marines have little mobility at this 
time, due to lac* of tires for their vehicles. However, they are 
highly trained and should constitute an effective fightine force if 
properly utilized. 

C) The Navy 

The Thai Navy consisting of some 16 torpedo boats and de¬ 
stroyers, 6 submarines, and additional auxiliary craft is presently 
immobilized :or lack of fuel oil. The ships, however, are in com¬ 
mission and are staffed with trained crews. 

D) The Military Police 

The Thai Military Police, an organization similar to the 
Japanese sCempei, is a rapidly growing force under the command of 
Admiral Luang Sanpwan, a highly respected national naval hero. This 



organization, some time ago, had in its ranks over 1,000 men and 
recently has been expanding Its personnel is strategically placed 
proximate to Thai Army installations and has the duty of keeping 
Thai army Officers and men under constant surveillance. The 
Military Police are ready at any time to arrest Aray Officers of 
all ranks who prove disloyal to the Xing's Pegent. 

F) The Field Pol ice 

The Thai Field Police is 
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charged with the duty of containing order in northBOMfufr 
land ana certain outlying communities in other sections of the 
country. The heaviest armament of the Field Police is heavy machine 
guns, but these forces would be useful in quelling -incipient riots, 
subduing recalcitrant civilians and enemy sympathizers, and guan¬ 
ine prisoners. The present leader of the Field Police, Lt. General 
Luang Adul, is a political opportunist whose loyalty to the Regent 
is open to ouestion. The Regent has stated categorically to the 
OSS Officers who interviewed him that he is prepared to remove 
Luang Adul from office in the event he cannot count on his loyalty. 

The relative positions of the Thai Army, Marines, and Field 
Police are presented on -Map * 2-, which is appended to paragraph 3. 

3 ‘ of the Regent for Subduing t he Japanese in Thailand anri 

As.-uri.ir Isolation of Burma. Malaya- ^ Fm , n(!h 

China * 


The purpose of this plan is to enable the Thais, rith aid of 
one American Division plus two regiments, to destroy the Japanese in 
Thailand and block off the enemy in Burma, itelaya, ahd French Indo¬ 
china. The plan involves the cooperation of the Thai forces, which 
has been verbally guaranteed by the Regent. Its various phases will 
- he outlined belor. In addition, "Yao ; 2", which is attached hereto, 
shows the duties each military element roulr be required to perform 
in oHer to assure success. 

Dbui— 
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A) Landing of American Forces 

The Heeent states that the on ]7 


location in Thailand at which 


the Jananese do not expect an Allied landing is the Thai Coast on 


the Gulf of Sian. It is his surest ion, therefore, that American 
forces land at tro points on opposite sides of the Gulf. 

a) The major force, consistinr of one full Aoc-rican Division, 
should land at Hua Hin, well known Thai summer resort, which has an 
excellent beach. One infantry battalion would be reouired to protect 
the beachhead, while two infantry battalions would uroceed south to 
a point west of Prachuab, where, with the aid of underground guerrillas, 
they would cut the Japanese line of communication leading from Puma 
to Thailand at Sinphom Passage. The remainder of the division would 
advance rapidly to the north, where it would effect a junction south¬ 
east of Janchanaburi with two Thai regiments previously based at 
Pechaburi and Ratburi, respectively. These forces, again aided by 
the underground, would be reouired to cut the Banekok-Moulmein Rail¬ 


road at hanchanaturi and would block the return to Thailand of the 


larre concentre*.ion of Jananese troops stationed along the railroad. 

If it auoeared that the point can be held by a lesser number of trooos, 
the excess would proceed to oangkok to assist the Thsi 1st Division 
in subduing the Japanese ther®. 

h) The smaller American forcp, consisting of t*o infantry regi¬ 
ments, would land at fr’ottahit, on the east shore of the Gulf. This 
DECUSSuZ^ a * 
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force would join with the Thai Marines and drive towaMP&flJ^PB* 
leaving perhaps a battalion to proceed south to Chantaturi to pro¬ 
tect the line of communication from French Indo-China oassinr that 
point. The force uroceedine to canrkok would be required to nrotect 
the ferrv across the tans Pa tong Fiver at Petru, and, if possible, 
to throw a pontoon bridge across at the narrowest point. This would 
assure a first class one-way traffic road to Banrkok. The American 
troops, torether with the Thai Marines, could then proceed to Bangkok 
to assist in the subduinr of Japanese located in that area. If the 
American forces should carry out the above described tasks, the Thai 
forces should be able to eomnlete the liberation of Thailand. 

I) Lillies of Thai Army 

Vhie war plan reauires the Thai Army to control absolutely all 
liner of communication extend inn from Thailend to surroundin'* terri¬ 
tories. Specific tasks for the Thai Army ere: 

e) Pediments at Batter! and Pechaburi will join elements of 
American Division at point southeast of Xanchanaburi and 
together th*>s« forces, with underground assistance, will 
cut the railroad lino at Kanchanaburi and hold there. 

b) Thai 1st Division located in Bangkok area will subdue 
Jaoenese t^er*. 

c) Thci Sixth P«yim«nt located at Hakorn Saworn will nrotect 


first class road extending to Tak 
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d) Thai Keeiment now stationed at Arcnvapradet * 
a line of resistance alone the railroad from Aranyapradet 
to PracMnburi and will also block the railroad at 
Pattarr.bang. 

e) The Thai Seventh Division, with headquarters at Korat, 
and elements at Sakom t’akorn, Ubon, and Korat will 
tlock linos of cpwMmication from Trench Indo-China on 
the northeast at Fassac, Savanakket, Thakek, and alone 
the iwekon* Fiver. 

f) In the north, the Third Division, etationed at Kenntune, 
will protect the road fro?* Puma leading ft *on Taunppyi 
to Kem'ttmp and bv maintaining an advance position at 
Tokar rill guard the east side of the Salween River. 

c) The Thai fecond and Fourth Divisions, nor stotionod in 
the area bounded by Chienprai, Chienrmai, Sarcpanr end 
t’ttsradit will • rotect the road from Chiencmai to 
Chienrrai end t*e road fro- Chienpmai to Vehonrsorn. 
r ) Duties of Thai Marines 

The Thai ‘ seines would be recuired to join forces wit* tho two 
American regiments landing at Sattahib and -»roceed with them to 
Eangkok, where they would assist the Thai Is* Division in sutduine 
the Japanese the Bangkok area. 
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D) duties of Th ai •jlitary Polio 

The Unitary Police would have the duty of arresting env Thai 
Arm;/, Navy, or Brine Officers w^-o refuse to cob'.Iv with the Trent's 
order to attack the Jeoerese upon the lendinr of American troons. 

P) I"tics of Thai Field Polio 

This organization would be recuired to maintain order ar.onp 
civilian Japanese and to perfom puard duty in volatile areas. 

F) I-'i'ties of Thai Uvv 

The flavy would assist in transportation of Amy units from 
place to place, and to the extent possible, aid shore units with 
naval fireoov;er. 

The underground would undertake to assist American troops in 
cuttinc t-* Japanese road at Einchom passage, would t* required 
to c, ' , ' una8Biflted tvp new Japanese rood from Tavoy to Fatburi, and 
vould assist t v e / Hied Armies in cuttiar the Bantfkok-Voulmein Hail- 
road at Kanchanafcuri. In addition, the underground would oerform 
acts o 1 sabotare against the Jaoanese at all possible noints. It 
voL* . also assist OSF paratroopers in cutting the Banpkok-Sinpapore 
Railroad above and bwlo* Churapom, and sahotaein* the Kra Isthmus 
Hai]rood end road. 

J) gupportinr free,’ ir ements 

a) /-.n offensive bv China's Amies against Japanese divisions 
located just north of iTOAtoQPSMM border woulOfi.^ 
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helpful. 
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b) American landings at Vinh and Can Ranh Bay, on the east 
coast of French Indo-China, would be able to control the 
t»o divisions of Japanese in that country. 

/. British attack ton the '4ergui-Tavoy Coast, simultaneous 
rith onerican landires in Thailand, would have the effect 
of surprise to the Japanese with thinly spread lines of 
resistance. 


c) 


d) 0SS P^atrooners should cut the railroad north and south 
o^ Churaporn end also block the Kra Isthmus Railroad, 
utilizing* to the extent possible the organized underground. 

e) OSS paratroopers and/or British paramarines should occupy 
Con Muane air fields located 20 miles from Bangkok. This 
air field has runways lone enouph to accommodate B- 29 s. 

f) All lines of cororunicetion other than those to be used by 
Allied troops must be heavily bombed by Allied planes for 
several days orecedin* E-day. 

e) As of 30 January 194% there were 29,620 white Allied 
prisoners of war held tv the Japanese in Thailand. Host 
of these are concentrated in the lanchanaburi district. 

Any plan for liberation of Thailand should contemplate 
the freeing of these orisoners, in order that they might 
assist the Ami«s in eliminatin'- the Japanese. 
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The Regent stated that the Thai portion of the pTeTJftf 
nut in action immediately upon landinr of American troops by the 
Regent's acceptance o' the present Premier's resignation (to which 
the Premier has already agreed), the formation of a new government 
around Thais who rill land with Allied thobps, declaration of war 
against Japan by the new -overnment, end the ordering of all Thai 
armed forces to attack the Japanese. All of these acts would be 
in accord with the Thai constitution and would be legally valid 
in every respect. 





OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

22 February I 944 


Hiss Graoe Tully 
The White House 
iasnii^ton, D. C. 

Dear Graoe: 

Will you please hand the attached 
memorandum to the President. I think it will 
be of interest to him. 

Thank you. 



Sincerely, 


William J. Donovan 
Director 



KMSHD 
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MEMORANIXJM FCR THE PRESIDENT 

In the event that the question 
should arise you night wish to know the assis¬ 
tance given by the British to the investigation 
and trial of espionage cases within the United 
States since the beginning of the war from 
January 1942 to February 1945. 

This information has been submitted 
by the British at my request. 

J)— 

William J. Donovan 
Direotor 



20th February 1945 


To date there have been 20 cases of espionage 
or sabotage in the U.S. which have been brought to trial. 
Of these 20 cases, 16 have already been brought to a suc¬ 
cessful conclusion, 1 case is currently being tried, and 
3 await trial. 

In 12 of these oases, the original tip-off that 
the individual was a German agent came from outside the 
U.3. from the British. 

In 2 other cases, the agent was uncovered 
through agents who in turn had been uncovered by the Bri¬ 
tish. 

In 2 more cases, background information on the 
German Intelligence Organization controlling the agents 
was given by the British. 

In only 4 cases was no assistance given by the 

British. 
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The IXJQUS3N3 Case 

LULWIG, Kurt Frederick 

FRBUNltf, Kichard ' 

The BIGHT SABOTEURS’ Case 

Bf'vHR, Hubert Karl Friedrich 

KROEGER, Johannes 

LKHMITZ, Brnst Frederick 

UNAS VALLSCILU, Robert 

BJCHANAN-BIiara, Grace 
BEHRBIB, Therese 


3- 20th Fehruary, 194} 

2nd January, 1942 
13th Maroh, 1942 
1st September, 1942 
3rd August, 1942 
2nd September, 1942 
17th December, 1942 
26th September, 1943 
9th November, 1943 
25th March, 1944 


10 . 

HJRVIS, John da Silva 

19th November, I 943 

11 . 

VBJARANO, Carlos 

27th December, 1943 

12 . 

von RAUTTBR, William Albrecht 

10th October, 1944 

13. 

DICKINSON, Velvalee 

14th August, 1944 

14. 

OTHMS. Waldemar 

31flt July, 1944 

15. 

STRIKPB, Adolf 

Trial pending 

16. 

SRACKX, Laurent Hendrikus 
Johannes 

Trial pending 

17. 

KOBDBL, Simon Bmil 

K05DBL, Marie Hedwig 

March 1st, 1945 

ia. 

SUHL, Heinrich Ludwig 

Trial pending 


BUSSfO 
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KRKPP2R, Carl Sail Ludwig 

COLEPaUGH, William Curtis 
GIMPKL, Erich 




Trial current 
14th February, 1945 


E. O. 11662, Sec. S(E) aod 6{D> or jE) 




! 






OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 

23 February 1945 


Mias Graoe Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Graoe: 

I think the attached memorandum 
will be of interest to the President. Will 
you please see that it reaches his desk. 
Thank you. 


Sincerely, 



William J. Donovan 
Director 


Attachments 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

23 February 1945 



mDHAXLXJM ?0R TH2 PRESIDENT 

!• 0n 9 February 1945 there appeared in the Chicago 
"Tribune'’ and the Washington "Tines Herald" articles headlined 
"New Deal Plans Super-Sjy System" and "Donovan Proposes Super- 
Spy System for Post-War New Deal" (Appendix A), and on 11 
February 1945 the same papers carried art ides headlined "Amy 
Submits Own Plans For Super-Spy Unit" and "Army, Navy Want 
Control of Sjy Setup" (Appendix B). 

2. A reading of these articles makes clear that 
the disclosure was no mere leak but a deliberate plan to sabo¬ 
tage any attempt at reorganization of this government’s in- 
telligenoe services. 

3* The document reprinted in the 9 February articles 
was ny letter of l8 November to you (with enclosure) as edited, 
mimeographed and distributed by the JCS. In the 11 February 
articles the document reproduced was the recommendation of the 
Joint Intelligence Committee of the JCS. Therefore, in both 

instances the security involved was that of the Joint Chiefs 

DKCLASSTFXXD 

of Staff organization .By Authority ot^CLlfi 

soy ftga-.. 

_Cate. 





t 


' - 2 - 

4- The characterization of the plan as "Gestapo" 
is fully refuted by the specific provision in my paper that 
the organization have no police or law enforcement functions, 
either at home or abroad. Comment by other newspapers recog¬ 
nizes this and the need for the reorganization of intelligence 
services (Appendix C). 

5* The entire situation is most disturbing because 
it looks like "an inside job" or at least, it was abetted by 
someone on the inside. 

6 . I attach a copy of my letter to the JCS urging 
that the matter be investigated by those who have the power 
to take testimony under oath (Appendix D). 

7* You will note that the strong effort in the re- 
vised plan is to avoid the direct reporting of the Director 
of the Intelligence Agency to you. 



William J. Donovan 
Director 
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Super Gestapo Agency Is «\ 
Under Consideration. 


IU«MI|nfaflt|l*Ml»lla 4 » 
p.r.pTMM'T P*—nD Wt Ik* 4» 


ro. kn* Mr* I 


formal l*a Tk. woul4 p«mi( .pr 
In* »l horn. u4 amploysM.l *4 Ik* 
*4 aalilln* 



Tan alll naU that mArainalMa’ 
onirallaaiWn art |VM al 
Ml*/ *0.1 bul apauitaaal Im.l 
"*••'• (lh*l panalnlna pnmarUy 
I* 4.,ari-s.nl an**) ramalna with 
In ih* aalaun* ag.nrw* wmM 
craoiMa *4 a omul a.ihonty 
Ihg. am.14 nal onkkl with a. limit 
**co*4rr lol.Ulg.nr. Nan Ion. 

'Mlhln ih* arm». Ravy, fcffflM 
‘ ala la. er *lha» at»n. I.. 

In acrocpoaro with ymrr wlan, 
'hi. la **< up M a Mrnnan.nl Inn, 
rani* plan Du, you may wan' I. 
•halh.r Ih. |nr pan *4 III 
• 4*n* nor. by aamgliva 
*<1K- Tk.ra if. 
rtnim.n naa. oa.a.i why yau may 
4#*lr* U lay Ih* baal *4 Ih* ahlp al 


lalallb 


7k* i.y 4tnrta <mI 4 am .lay Ih* nM> wouM .ftor, *ub*la» 

rlllllaa *4 aurh annrlM .M a. *n4 *14 la Ih* M. 



farlllll** *4 MCh u.r’lM 

}aia lham tram raponing la than 

Un4ar Ihl. mrlMa *4 

■•■kl 

•npl.y Ih* nil an awn* Uak an4 

chari* ih* Cnaan Dal U 

J. R4f*' Heror, I hair 

Ally Qm 

la ih* hl«h 

an4um . 

laiin* ih* 

a* * runkf.rtaa-a 

Ih* alma *4 4«poma Con 

Jwllo Oankfarlar la al4 MM 

... W Ik* 

II la 

kay paraonatl al Ik* auaamlUa *4 

ho kralha tar Dkmu whoa. u 

w m» 4 b* aaaM4 apy 

U Mia* Dolla Praalb 

tanar 


..uKMK.4 la Ih# 
liary Ws*i4 raa.i.i 
hi n( IK* aacraiary .1 .'*'» 

•m r*ur> *4 war. Ih. aormary *4 
ih# n*o. *"4 •»<* aihar iMnahtr. 

at ih# pr*.»4#nl mai auh*m,..ni|y 

appoint Th# boar* .‘all a4>nr a*4 
... si Ih# 4IO.IM ailh otiwl la 
Ih* tacmulalWa *4 ha.* p*«.l.. an* 

plana ol ih* . 

•1 KubK-l I* Ih# 4liollM «•* 
coniroi .1 Ih# Pr**.4.al. an* -llh 
any >nn«y *4»lr* *a4 aaai.um. 
Iron ih. nlhar *.M”m.aU an* 
..-n.!M W Ih. gavrianwal. Ih. 

.K.II ,-rlarm ih. MM*»4 »«•«• 
it— aa4 4.1 im 

- |AI 0«r4laaUM W Ih. fun. 
lion. •> all MUalDfanO **.a«.. *4 
ih. im.rimani. a.4 lb. Miahiiah 
rn.nl *4 .urh poUrwa *a4 a»W'i>o 
a. mill aaaor* Ik* lal*«r.ll.a *4 a* 

iinn#I mirll'f.ar. .Airs*. 

I allow*. *4 Ak IMim W a 

*IRI CnlWcItaa allhar Dioclly #r 
thru Milling ins.om.nl 4*M'I 

m.MI «n4 a*ra.w. *4 p.fllna.1 ia 

larm.llan ln.li*4lB* mlliury. m 

aamlc. pmillral an« MMallD*. oh 
ami Ih* rapaMllilM lalaalma* 


*4s.ala*. U ih* srir. Coaoin.ua. 

al ih. airauiy Inal > M I4 pras.nl 

•Ml*, and av.4 Ih. ym.nl o* 

taaUa that la*4l U nal* an. an 

•mrnrr kapIkalMa. 

* »« la Ih* mIDal *4 nr. n ar* 
ala* la a p*<W4 *4 iruallMa wblrt, 

b*4*r. n art mn will ula u. 

Ul* ih* lum.ll *4 rahakllllalWa 

Aa *4ou*la an4 orAarly Inlallli.n.. 

•Ul omribul. lo laloraM 


.rnns.nl M ih* lni.lil.rn-. o««io4 

la .nail. Ih* pnacaasaal U 4M*r 

mln* po"'*M »"h mprnt U a. 

i tonal plaaalaf aa4 aacilrliy la 

Mao an4 war. .n4 Ih. *4saar.m*a, 

M b—4 nailoaal policy. 

* IDI Prooir.rn.nl Ir.lnla) lU 

myml.lM *4 lu 


ICI Rubyari 


* Wa hast naw |. in. tos.r- m.nl 

o irmlaaD >U ap*ctalUa4 paraoh 
• la *“«4 far lha laah. Tkla uUn, 
1 *K a*, ka m,n»f 

_ Mb MM r. D ■ OrDar. 

'.* - - ~ ^ Tk* *M*aal*4 *r4#c Pull aaal 

y L I | M | M>.4» U Ih* WkM* llouaa by Dan U 
. 7 i*a *pp«a4l« lo Ula mtimrulu 


m. 




I* M 4 HO. 
lobar. IMA 1 has* ftsaa 

Uaa U ik* acpulaaiMa al aa latah 


tarsal nation *4 

J*r * ro«r4l»*Uaa M 

I'aaallal to lha Ml Union *4 

1 no* U"4»r MhMUiraph 


-ICI Bur* olh.r lu art mat an* 

4»Iim r. la ling io lnl*lil|*au u lha 

ITo.i4.nl from Urn. I* Urn. may 

4UM 

*• P*Dm h.n» 

TV. , . . ahali has. a* pnlWa 

•r law Mfor- .rn.nl taadUaa, allha 

•I Bukjat u M'apuph I h*r» 
*4. .11.11*4 lal* II !•**'« 14.WC-* 1 
wltMa Ih* iwma.1 oK.ll MlUrl.1 

. .rtluai. ayalhMla. u. 4swsw 

ila.lt <.yar.na.ul apauilap lout- . 


ma m«lo4 by 











































































































Uiu 


u r n i 


1/7 


C * O I 







» 


1 l«iHS 

TIMES-BERALn 


cx 

lie 

an 

PO 

wl 

I* 

foi 

of 

un 

eh 


ll 


PI. Phillips Opptiihtiw: 

Donovan Proposes Super Spy 
System for Postwar New Deal 

Would Tiko Over FBI, Secrot Service, 
ONI and G-2 to Watch Homo, Abroad 

• By WALTCK THOR AN 

Creation of an all-powerful intelligence service to spy 
on the postwar world and to pry into the livea of citizens 
at home is under consideration by the New Deal. 

The Washington Times Herald*- 

and the Chlcaio Tribune yester intelligence service. which would 
day secured exclusively a copy of supersede all existing Federal po- 
a highly confidential and secret lice and intelligence units. lnclud- 
memorandum from Brig. -Oen. mg military intelligence. 0-1. 
William «J. Donovan, director of naval Intelligence. ONI. the Fed- 
the Office of Strategic Services era! Bureau of Investigation, the 
which coordinates intelligence In Secret Service, the internal Re¬ 
formation. to President Roosevelt' enue agents and Che Federal Corn- 
proposing to ast up the super-spy munlcatlons Commission, which 
Mency. monitors all radio airways. The 

Wholesale Grant of Fewer ord * r »‘ v « • "hole-ale 

grant of power. 

Donovan left the decision as to 
whether the unit should be, 
created by legislative actlpn or; 

Executive order up to th* Preal- 

denl * lnl 

™ 

an order setting up the general I (Turn to Page 2. Col. 2) 



IS copies of the memo- 
id draft order wert 
plastered with secrecy 
These want to such 



I VASHISaTOX. I 


.v£ 4 Donovan, in Secret Memorandum, Proposes 
• v Super Spy System for Postwar New Deal 


Wonft Infelliganco 

OfflcM Under 1 Head 

'Couflnued From F\’H rattl 
fl'i’l of Kafr to ilia Commander 
in Chief: Oeneial Marihall chief 
of ateff of uia Aim»; Admiral 


coordination and cenlialualMi Va,, P,an Ou»lin#d 
or# placed at the police level but , B 
operational Inullltence -that per to Preildenl 

talnini pitmarily lo department ... „ 

actioni remama .uhln in# rain- * n(i 'he advancement o< brood 
m« aaenciea concerned The crea L policy 


n of a central authority thua 
uld not lonflici oith or Ima 


Kint chief of naval opeeatioiu; ne-eaaor. iniclliaence 

. tz jcwsei 

• . I . ,n •ccoidartre otth your ou.1 . ”<f> Determination of pollclea 
* UW PU,pOW 01 , 0,u " ' rl “ • petmanent foe and ootdlnat.on 0 f faellltlM 

un “ u 10 *P» lon«»*n.e pun Rut may eaeentlal to the collection of In 
on food Aeiihbora throM«liout »ant to eonaidrr ahether thleioe loematlon undei ubparaaraph 
»" of part of it. .hould be done no. » »»reof and , 

rormulattn* a forcen poller and by eaecutlve or leaiaiative action 

deveiopm* auatear Thu elated There are iwnonene itaaona Sl/cfl Other function i 
ESP* «»'•' *»> mu dealt, to lay the ' 

I neither Mr Rooeavrlt nor Oenrrel beel of the ahlp at once At Pretidmnl Mnu Oiifar* 

IXmovan raped. (he end of the ’The .mmedute re.l.lon and *Oy Order 1 

~ r .. ~ 6 S£sa^wssrs' 

Svp., Spl.i Would Hay. KK.*if$“.2* 

Tromondou, Cow., „£.TiKS. l,i fSrJAS! .“itlT' 

-Jsfsis.si?, ” u \r •£ ^.•rajrssats 

have tremeod ^ * V4BU «* ,n in * •»> Coocdlna- "* Subject to Paraeraph > her* 

have trrirendcua po.er in be In* lion at the atrate«y level -oold of eiutin* inUllifenre aaeneiee 
fharied with lathrrtn* and atft i » w **«»t waete and avoid the peea •«*'» the Qoveroment ahall eol- 

•n* intei: tern r for the WhlU eoo, ““°n 'hat lead, lo .aate *•<«• evaluaU. aynlhaaue and du- 

Komw and all rvd.ci ... ru- u, *“<*“ nn «JOM»T duplication eeminate depaitmenial opvratin* 
rtouae end .il PWUral a*enclea Thoufh in the rnldat of -ar. UtlellUenoe. herein defined ae liv 

It U Poaatble. under the older, we are alao In a period of iranah,‘•"‘dtriee required by inch a*en 

for him to determine American llon »hlch. before «e are a.are, I elea In the actual performance of 
foreign policy by aecdin. out 1 wl i' . u *' « t»t« «h* tumult of I •"•{' function* and dull*. 
WMhholdin. or Ina. rehabilitation An adequate and 1 . ’« The dimtor ahall be author I 

tkm eaU-JLt 0,d ' r1 / mielll*ence eyalem mil l»e «1 to call upon departmenU and 

AltWh th! k- “ u to informed declaim* otencU. of the Government In 

COOcei^ WtSafflTZ.lwSil £ ' . h “" now ln Oovero- aPPropetaU apeclailtU tor 

iZuuZZn * rMn ‘ u " ond eperialtaed auperrleory and functional 

MUce^Ter.^hZ; ST*""*. 1 ,or ,h * p»«WM*Uhln the .... ae may 

& S,S.Tde^ h ^^^ |^“ ^ *hould not be dla * 

, ■ Jr Cv Unde, Military 

rsrsnj srS , ™ '*««°> *« 

“Mrttf afcrmniim Thu for Drafting Orddn _ 

ntli *■■11 iub| i |_1 1 “ AH Government depatl- 

-WM.I 0fK*poti2r««m 1 -nie eu*|eeUd order draft, emit •£&£ * •JJdSLwll St 
Meoelm whenervr lo the WhlU Mouu by Donov M SaXIKl 

'Tt *(m director could airolov “ ? ftpp<Bdl * u Ul# »«h U*» eppmval of the r—t 

thetaeMUeaiarilM MBCh? al^ 'ondum. reade ae follow: dent, from time lo time may r» 

enjoin them from repcrtin* to '•'iWtantl** authmUy mc«» w !f T1| - ... 

SSh, Siy .yg.y. lol4a, *-« "r*»- m time of .a, or unlimited 

law and chaTee ihe C?m^? n^STI “*■ ota " t« «KirdlnaU and PfUohnf «*r*aocy. aU procrame 
H^t UW . 0“^- U- POheW. «d action* Jf, «£&S> 

Bmir “ 4WOnW °*^*' f “*• °omn®«" rttollna to In KjTbT cooed.JiaUd 

UUlwmo: I tary plana and ahail be lubject lo 

r IIJ .1 It , line Wank maoee aie for names (ha approval of the Joint.chief* 

Confidentially Called Of necuUvea and unru. to bo of * ujT 

' lUMd la la Ur t« the PreaidaoM. >• Within the IlmlU of *urh 

■rranHud.r, sodopo' S°S.“ 

In the hl*h elrcUa .here the f °“ u * 1 toUlUaenoe eerrloe. to be •«h‘oy n e c oaea r y peraoonel and 
n-or-vhiTand draft Z£r iZ ^. ae Ue, _ »t u- pro»W« for ucmary w I 

cirruUUne the propped unit H fl#M °f *hKh ahall be a director P’l** facbiuee and aervlrm The 


-<d> l*rocuiem#nl. tralnine! 
and auprrvletan of iu miellieence 


broad :* U6 ' ,,,l4r w, “'o»» 
••Ifi Delrrmina'lon of pollclea 


ssac: a: 1 355ft 

“MiSirSSSt ^ rur saws 


Com UndM AU/^fory 
/n T/m* of War 

T AD Ooeornment depart 
menu and a*enelm ahall make 
available to the director each Id 


e.oei Ot tne oral! ord-r the dl-e-ror 1 InuUie 

a“-?*Ms.ar j« 

iwt to J, tdlir Hoover their . c * nl ^' 
rhuf or even Attorney Oenerel of the 

jUtlleer 

Confidentially Called ° l } ™ 
'frankfurter 1 1 Gestapo' 

In the hl*h clrrlae .here the • fentr 


projected military operatione 
ahail be coordinated with mill 


ir by the PieaidaoH. *10 Within the IlmlU of each 
le mUbliehed In the fund* ae may bo made available 


ssasrsnsSfar: =r-“ffi.w=7is«sr 
ss? j^rx.“zz\°z ssms. •s^srsu £ 1 Erses' s 



•In the earlr dan of the wor, 


\7ttTxrassi 

K* <»*r*ud the atautt *m u 
tquallr praaatne for tnlomaBno 


fallovtni function! and duUaa: 

Proviso* for Training, 

Svporvit/on of 'Spirt 

-la) Coordination of tha func . 
U«ni of an UUUKfnrr M rnclee 
" y* Oomnmanl. and tha aatab- 


'S#f Up At Formanont 
long-tang* Won' 


“nUi ■til roqujo two Ultflfl 
-I That imcll.irnce control be 
turned to the auparelamn of the 


■sssfir? 

frama intaUltaoc* oblartlraa and 

to collect and coordinate the >o 
lelUftnca material required or 
tha mcuiin branch tn plannina 
and carrrtnc out . the national 
pol*j and Mratayr 
■I attach in tha form of a 
draft dirertivt 'appendix the 
mearu which I thtnt thu could 


-•b' Collection either direoUr 
or throuih euetioc CKxernaent! 

dr panmao u and ManOac af par- 1 

tlnent information tncludlna mill- 
“p\ economic. political and 
aclent!fie, caicarnm* the cepabtl 
. itie*. in tent Iona and actlrltlea of 
foreign nallona. with particular 
i reference to tha affect awel) mat 
tare mar hare upon the national 

IZVSiSSSL* - 
•&~&3SsraSi 

the Ocrrrnmrnt of the mtollh 
****** ""“W *o arable the Oor 
•mmant to determine poltrlm 
•Ith reaper! to national planntna 
and arcuritr In pear* and war. 
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Aroiy,Navy 
Want Control 
Of ‘Spy' Setup 

G«n«rala, Admiral* 
Doctor* War on OSS 

■r WAtTEE TEOHAN | 
A pitched battle for control of 1 
U- euperIntel llaenre u>»> Ihe 
D»al is projectm* to spy on 
tho postwar world and the pat- 
war home front haa developed bo 
«"•" Ihe high command of ihe 
Annr and Navy and Uve Office dt 
ntrairfic Hervtcea. Th# Chicago 
TUtmna and Tlm.all.rald Earned 
airlrulvely trainila> 

The Joint chlefa of itaff. United 
Eta lea. which U composed of the 
flraatar generals and admuali 
In Washington. hare declared war 
on Brtf. Oan. William J. Oono-I 
van, OM d lire lor, who adranred ' 
a acheme. at Uia be heat of Preal 
dent funarvrlt. for unification of | 
Intelligence acUvitUa abroad and 
aupereedina eiuiln* Intelligence 
aienrlea at Itomo. 

Ko Qaarrel WEE OWectlro 


The mambarahlp of lha Joint 
chlefa of ataff la composed of Ad¬ 
miral Leahy, chief of ataff to the 
commander In chief; Oeneral 
Marshall. chief of auff of the 
Army. Admiral King. commander 
In chief of tha Untied Hiatea Ural 
and chief of natal opera Ilona and 
Oeneral Arnold, chief of lha Army 
Air PWcea 

The Army and Nary offlcera 1 
have no nuartei with Uia objgc- 
lltea of the Donovan plan, which 
waa aaaailed by membera of Con 
■reaa aa a Oratapo pro*ram. but, 
vigorously dupute ita control 
They are flghung for coordina¬ 
tion of Intelligence actlvitira 
under tnht control of Uia Army 
and Navy, with tha State Depart¬ 
ment and tha White House In 
aubordlnat! roles. 

The Tunes-llerild and lha Chi 
cago Tribune secured a copy of a 
highly secret letter from the gen 
erala and admirals to tha Preal- 
dent urolni rejection of tha plan. 
Alao cditalned waa a copy of tha 
aubaUtute protram, offered by lha 
offlcera. which would live tha 
super-spy earner an almost un¬ 
limited tram of powers subject 
to constant supervision by a 
board of four on which tha Army 
and Navy would have three vote* 
Eeleaaed by Papers PrUay 
Tha Donovan plan, contained In 
a memorandum lo lha Pnaldent 
•od an appaodad auggaaled ordar.,. 


Army, Navy Want Control 
Of New Deal Postwar Spy Plan 

Joint Chiefs of Staff Declare War 
On Office of Strategic Service* Head 

fCoaiiaaed Prom Pint Pee#' ! de.Vtot ment and coordination 
aid because they are concerned of Intelluenre sell.me. related 
with postwar plans which may be lo lha national security 

uSSST 1 ^«iTen^°'d''^ Z \ 

and do noi coma under security 1 

raalrtcllona linpewed on war u,lr ' °< lute. War, and the 
ecu villa# I Navy, and a iap.ewniai.va of 

Tha military laadeia rspresaed Uia Joint chlefa of staff, la hern 


Ihrmaelvea in favoe 10 the unlfira 
lion of inelllirr.re activities pro r«l»;n.ibilil/ for such o.er . l 
Powd by Donovan Init asamst Ihe WtelUgroc* planning and do 
tram lo hla prop-wed aiency of vMnpmrnl. amt such Uutwrtlon 
power lo .1 iwriede operation of and Coordination Of ail Pvdaral 
ealsluit mlrlllienre agencies with-. Inlrlllgeii<e arllvHte* as lo .. 
oul rrspoetsibillly In Um heads of *“'• «*• tlietlive ac¬ 


hy eslabliU.nl and charted a III. 


■ueh agencies. 


lumpl.slimeni of in* mteih- 


Ell* llna Intelliten • atenclrs «enre;nuss|im related In II- ns 
Include lha Army. Navy. Dtplo 'tonal securlly. 
malic Mervlca. HU. hecrel n»r. , 

Ice. internal Ite.enuc atenU and 5 hall Establish 
worldwide radio monllorint aya-i 

is.cr«i^'‘ ic ° mmuni< - 

.^r :r:'r;c 

War and Navy and represents shall establish a reniral uilelil 
ll.es of the loint chief, of staff sente Bueno nraled by a diree- ! 

arrangement the Army and Navy ••'ommendau m of me national 
would have three votes to one i Wte innenca auilmiltp. Tie rtn 
aaalnat Ihe Elate Dep-rtmem In ™*‘« ' ?V7SS2 , 'i V.‘* 


naming a director. 


national mteUigenee authority 
and aliall sit aa a non-voting 

Draff Make, Director 'TR.'SX* ...... be .d 

Responsible to Board uT\J&etZ*,&£Tlti. 

** pmuta. lha. Ihe iVye^ha^n^'UMi.’n.'ro' 

Proaldent shall ME MM or iem..ve lai, 

determined hr the national in 
lion of me Natl mal Intell'crner lelllrence authority 
Au horlty, which would put th-| « HiMrri to the dlrreiion 
Chief Executive in a passive role and «<.n'rnl of the ntimnal n. 
and leave the lilting and firing teiliam-e aulliotiit the central 
up to Uie authority. Intelliarn.a agency shall 

It Is provided that Ihe dlieeior A Af.-mpllvh Ihe svnlhi la 
ahall be rrsimcivible lo Uia board ®f deirunmr nial Inlelli. cnee re 
and nut to lire President a. was l«"ng lo Uie nation.I .e.uriiv 
fonlrmpUtrd under the Donovan • ni ' appropriate di-em.n.. 
plan Hon wllhln the Oovrrnment of 

Tlv* director would be advnrd J' 1 * »»*uUme sira'aale end n.. 
by a board constating of Uie heads ».mal policy inteliitcncr 
of the principal military and . i . n 

flrlllan Intelligence apencie- The Co-ordmofion of All 
draft provides that director shall 

perform such funrtiona a. me Activities Stressed 

authority may duct a Inch would I 

leave ihe mill to operate a. Uie I n P |.n for the coordination 
four members of Uie authority , M 

directed at home and abroad I pf •« *"»•««'• 

It Is iirovided ihar prewnt * ,nc ' of the Oo.ecn 

Meneie. Uiall continue their func- ment liaving functions related 
tlona. but the central intelligence to the national security and rec 
agrnev Is empemned lo In-pc-1 ommend lo th- n*- nel in- 
Ihe reports and operation, of Uie »em„nce aui w.rliy Ihe cub- 
oUier a penile- M.hmfM of -ucli over all - 


•siiblerl lo th* dlreellon 


tlshmenl of aurhoverall poll- *• 
_ i and obiectlieaav will assure the 

Grant Unlimited mn.r effeeilve anomplishmenr 

of the national iniellrgence mi 

Policing Authority •*“" 

' c Prrform. for the benefit 

The aiency would be given an of departmental imrllmeme 
unlimited police power The draft' agenries. such services of com- 
•tales that th* agency shall have, mon cunerin as th* Nallonal 


•tales that th* agency shall have "’Ob concern as th* Nailonnl 
no police or law enforcement func- Intelligence Authority deter- 
turns. However, neither the Prrai- mines can b* more efficiently 
deni nor Congrraa could give th* aecompliahed by a common 
unit such functloeu abcowd and includmg the direct 

for such fund tons al horn* the "l? u i'"sent o* Inlr.lgenc*. 
unit could operate Uirougli ealas-f .. D. Perform such other Curve 



Grant Unlimited 
Polking Authority 


May tmploy All 
Netouory Pertonnol 
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’*%*ORK TIMES. 


SATI 


URGE CENTRAL UNITl 
FOR INTELLIGENCE' 

■ ackers of Oonovan Proposal. 
Drawn for President, Strata 
Coordination in Paacatima 


Washington r.b a ci» a 
art up a central agency 
all United Statee in- 
Dlligrr.cr activities military and 
otherwise —la under study by Pr<i 
idant Roosevelt Cabinet members 
and nulilary officials The aarvxa 
«ould oparala directly undrr the 
Praaidant and would faction 
mainly aa a post-war agcn ft 
Ma) Oan William J Ooooren I 
director of lha Office of Strategic 
Bervlcee draw up lha outltna all 
ali a r squeal Ilia plan I 
_ • to achieve mora ef¬ 

ficiency in lha now widaly wet 
larad intelligence actWUea of Ihr 
Army Nav? Bute and Coalman• 
Da pari mania radaral Bureau o/| 
lotratifalum Secret Ran... In- 
lamal Revenue agrnta and federal 
•cation# Commiaaion 
. vents aaid lha plan would • 
allmlnata dupliratloo fca<h 
cy would continue lo puraua iu 
own intelligence operation# with, 
oul inlarfaranra from lha central- 
itad service mi information galh- 
arad by than, would be pooled 
ixally and analyiad for lha 

I of far I 


t’ndar p.raanl arran(fmfnl> It 
<ma agency . .nlaraalad in vntof- 
motion cblalnrd by another it n uai 
II Sometimes an aaanry ! 
n«l awarr of information pot 
b> anoUiar and gatheea it a | 1 

Advocate# of lha plan aaid It I' 
w-nuld b. atipulalad that the aarv. : 
lira should hava no pot.re or law- I 
enforcement funcliona either here ! 1 
"* abroad Thry aaaartrd that this 
provision would pra.anl II from 
becoming a coercive orgamration I 
In fart, thry added in. ...via. 
would nol undertake artlvitlra be- 
,-ong Ihoaa alrrady perfoemrd by 
the separate aarvxra. department# 
i and agrncira 

Corgreaeion.l reaction war 
,nn«ad Senator Kdwia C Johnson 
I Democrat. of Colorado rndoraad ill 
aa a move that would »top eg- 
(iraaion cold at tha vary outsat •• 
Represents!.v a Clara Huffman Re- 1 
publ ,an. of Michigan. aaid it waa I 
anoUiar Rooseadt mova "along ihr | 
H.tl.r lina-to ccntrallra powar in,, 
« esMnglost " 

I lirnaral Done, rn» prop-beat con-!, 
templet*. that if, agency may be I 
• ranted now by raacutlva order', 
-nu,r thr IV., Power, A ct and-a 

* ,P| .V“' IV d,,wn “P •“«* an g 

order However one tha major " 

•onaiderationa , n , Z 

rat.bll.hm.nl of Ih. agency dur- 
;n S in. pas. r year, to aarta n.-, n 
Unnal policy G 

TTia Preevdent. tharrfora mlghtf* 
.nd II r.padlrnl lo aak Corvjraaa £ 
lo pau enabling legislation Miai C 
war power. e*pi„ masitha . 
arirr peace la ralabliahrd In any ''' 
.event. Congrraalorel 
would be needed for vary 
prop, at ion. 


executive 


• - * *“ ai«irated 

> would cal for eati 
aarvica In lha 
under a director appointed by lha 
■ Pr* aidant It would participate U 

• formulating baaic policies am 

• plan, and coordination and enely-L 
I tie of lha combined intelligence af- ' 
[■fort* would give in. President a 

J com pie I e picture on lha Wei of 1 
1 which ha and hit Cabinet member! , 
*■ eeutd formulate policy. 

*| During lha peace year. United 
HU tee mtllUry intelligence wee ob 

I tamed from other rountrtee on an 
' ...hang, baaia Tha Untied Rletea 
•; did not engage in eeplonaga or un- 

' darcover operation* Under Oan- 
’ aral Bonovan* proposal watchful- 
- near against rouMriaa whiih 
arouse future euaplrtoua could bei 
undertaken In Una with potMlea 
I formula led by the aarvica and iu 
, advisory board, whxh would be, 

• Uia Secretarial of State War and' 

II Navy. 

,0 rf * ~ 

Oiij';; 

Post-WaKilobal, 

Secret Sen ice 

Dunotsn Maps Nrw Agrnri 
lo Krrp II. S. Alrrt to* 
Threat of a Nrta War 

By Carl Levin 

WASHIHOTOH Tab • Pml. 
tSmi Rooanrlt wa« diKlowd today 
to haia on hti dr.b at tha White 
Mouie the draft of a ditacll.a for 
ntabluhmrnt of a aoeld-encom- 
pautng cantral Intrltlgrnca aarvica 
10 serve after Ihu war a. tha ay.i , 
and aara ot tha United BUlea In 
coUactlng military, aconomfc. po-! 
Illkal and arianttnc Information 
reflecting tha tnlantlona and ca- 
pablltlri of oihar i.atmr.i to ma*a 
war. |, 

Tha propoaad dlrrcllva. It waa If 
laarnad. a a. pirpatad by Major t 
Oenrral William J. Donovan Dl- i 
.rector of lha Office of 8trai»glr • 
j Ban lcaa. w hich during the w ar la 
jrharird with co-ordination of in¬ 
telligence Information. It 
.drawn up at tha ipccifte requett 
of ilia Praaidant. who laat Oct. 9t 
I asked Oanaral Donovan, in prltstc 
s New York sttorney. to give con- 
alders ton to a.tsbli.hmant of such 
sn oigaWiation foe tha poat-war 
period. 

1 During Ilia period between lha 
(World War and lha praaani war.) 
whan Oermany and Japan ware 
•acraily building lhair mighty war 
marhlnaa. lha United Plate, had 
no vuch intelligence a>»trm. It 
had n> depend entirrly on lha u.u- 
ally le.trlcted obwriaiiona of iu 
I miltiary aiiachaa 


r^.R35aevelt Plan.* 


fCoaftakeg from 


UiteUlgance ayaum 
Planned to fill thal told 


would not conflict with 
neceuarv inlelllgrnra function! 
«tthm the Army Nary. Depart- 
tha mam of Biale or oilier aganciat 
kamg Aa outlined by the ganrral Ihr 
*aa canwal aarticr would hare a di- 
laarned lhai the Pratidam la da- ,actor and an sd.ieo.y board 
larmmad that lha Untied Biaiaa which would adt^a and a..i»i Uia 
in tha future shall nol be ignoranl.diracior anh mpcci lo formula- 
of ihrtata lo iu own and lo world non of basic policies and plana 
.. .. _ . ">r aemrv Tha board would 

Ai the i.me lima, lha Pieiideni ronaisi of Ute Baciaiary of Bute 
* 10 anstoui to pra.ant the Bnraiary of Wat lha Baer a- 

any misconception of the prolccl iary of lha Navy and such oihar 
which, according to tha wording inamorri aa lha Pie..urn; migm 
of the propoaad directive "ihallieppomi. 
h *’ f „“.!**■ •^[ orf *'l TWO pcoviaMtu of lha ptopoatd 

functions aiiher at home oi d ,,acu,e cocuidarad i gnlflcanl 

It .« lust auch a misconception|opa'atVon'ao 1 Independent 

Ini 1 ■ “fy of » na "> of war or un- 

U itoSSSSSTlS n *'“ >n » l •margancy all 

eorm i-i’BUffson p rtu obtain* srfM of artual mm. 

.nc U*.# sacral documtnu reported urv oparttiso. id co ordi 
that creation of an all-powerful n.'rd^liin " uT^i plan, ^ 

p’r^rd I* pr> inio ;k 01 ,nl 

Si^v'.rsu u sf, ,T o, «rz;; . 

saasra? sar s&ffzSSW 

Tha o'anmna for tha nromuan »*'" though It m ght 1 

zs gigg, ng 

but in tha handa rvduil.rly of Thu .olid Iw iK“^I 2 
Ornar.l Donovan who. like M'nry l rni fr ,., , a uld h.i. tn 
L. Btimion Secretary of War and' -f, i. J T, Jf?! 1 
tha Ute Plans Knox Bacrrtsry ot L' 1 ?. 1 ' 'r^h. ^fSa.^JS^SS 
'the fe>y. wsv . nstlonslly known g.i, „ „ n L, I, 

Republican when President Room- ?! . # hS« »PProprt.tton 

^r.. sppotnwd him to . kr, .a, ^ plotUlen th „ B|W< 

SraSSS SSF’- A -“=» *- 

that hr might ...h to consider iNoirOrrman* 

'whether tha rant..I mtal.lgrnca nr 

•antra 01 part of It. mould be 
aatabliahad now by aiacuttva or 
lagtUativa action Thrta are com¬ 
mon.-an *a rcaioni Oanaral Don¬ 
ovan w.ota why you may daaira 
to lay lha krai of tha ship at once 
You will not a * ha aaid that 
co-ordination and cenireluation 
are placed at tha polity level, but 
operational intelligence -that per¬ 
taining primarily to department 
action 1 remaint within tha e»m-1 


7 


an _ ssaiiibagj 

.rprcw.'lf I Although no one in authority 
^->—eM..ceo,pager 



















































Donovan's Plan 

. . . . * *““*>*•• «*>or* could bo flora of foully 

A food drol of whatever unfavorable ro- intelligence which ho. produced duo.Ur 
.ctlon tWo *** on Copl.ol HlU to «ho pUn ud worM l0 modm 

for o control InUlllfooco service mo, bo blood, nose la Finland la 1U9 because of o 
trnrod to headline reading The pUn should SE l0 npprad.te.th. FmnlTZtu. 
bo roml ao o whole It should bo ro«Uwod for tho rams reason BrtUIn .ripped up 
in «h. light of .hot in IhU .or im.Ulgroce raronti, CrMC ,. Tb. mL ^.nc, 
h “ “““"y occomplUhod. If abould bo ud to our own discomfiture when Rund.lodl 
pondered with (ho old of o Utile exercise of i UBf «| , hrough ^ ArdeBn * , n 
^,-^n.Uon on whot . betl.r wh-l „ ^ £££ mu^nra 

fonco oorvico mlfhl hove accomplished. woo at fault. An oicollont eiample of 
Thlo U important. For Iho bo.lc ooouronco atrategle latoUlfooce woo the job dL u 
of our notional purity In lime lo come I. Nonnondv before the liberal J of France 
lb. aboorptlon of ,h. Wu of ,h. loat But 

four years And the freoloot Icon i. that There to. for example. technical Intelligence 
notlonol security depend, upon knowledge «bkb romlU to the factories the Irawn 
of .hot U going on In «h. world, not ... Warn* on tbo bo,...Bold on”..^nl 


WffSHlK^N POST 
f«» ifc, iiwr 


pro toed 


I, oo o fad finding or Inform.- 


We 


elbow 


__ Tb4 Donov,n PropoMl deserve. conald 

__ I, h „ • r,Uon on l, » merlu oa o contribution to 

job but aynthraiaed by brain, at tho # „bar *„, clm or npmtk ^ ^ lh#r# notional security. u „an effort to moke 
of the policy makers. iuch a thing oo clandestine Intellicenco * *"* ,h * P*^ °« r l»Ulllfooco 


protend that In this 


thing o. clandestine Intelligence. 
A. to tho plan Itoolf. It U Mid lo bo tho Mr. Sumner Wellea woa u.lng It when be 


•■toll Ifeoce 
•f tbooo ports hove done 


product of General Donovan, bead of tho forewarned the Ruulans ala month, prior **11 kaam HnB- ... _ 

Offlco of Strategic Service.. Donovan lo to the event that the German. Intended to the, could Vo an t****"' 

one of the troll blasers In our war organise lnv.de Ruts,, In mid 1*41. Pem.n. m. _ ... W * lt ' 1 hhd 


organise 

rar. In studies on 
spot of tween war campaigns. 


pressed by the lamenUble aho.log of In- factories In the Baltic which were subse „* hav# nol "? ''!* our 

telllgenco Mrvlceo. Only the Gernran bad quently destroyed by the RAF. The man wanting to fb^ tdllUrt ‘V, ** °' 

a rating on a par with the advancement lo who got this new. through Mved Britain branch!. .tr.nithtned .Vj 

new war techniques. Accordingly, when Brain. make intelligence, not snooping has* prellminarv i« m ** “ # 

thia war broke out. he organUed the group No correct ‘estimate of the situation." which armed force. ° f 

now known as (be OSS. which functions precedes all military planning. Is possible 
under the Joint Chiefs of Staff It Is a without this kind of intelligence snrvice 
kind of brain trust for the men charged InUlligence should equally be tU eyes and 
with making decisions baaed upon enact sara of the Nation la time of peace After 
knowledge of all tha detailed elements in tha war the Government should not be left 
hitherto unknown situations. to frame policy on the heals of blind guesses 

Tbs proposed central InUlligence service Statesmen In peace aa well as generals In 
dona not call for Iho aboorptlon of ousting war require “estimates of Iho situation - 
InUlligence agencies, either civilian, Uke Tha German radio, picking up the details 
tha Fadsral Bureau of Investigation, or of the Donovan proposal, makes groat play 
military, like OS of tho Army and tho Oflc* of tho plan which Is called an evil design 
of Naval InUlligonrs. It would simply use to control the postwar world. Moat of tho 
Ihtlr product, and evaluate It. It would headlines are faithfully repeated, etcept. of 
bo put In position to call for the Interchange course, the charge that the new plan Is a 
of tho data Ihsy possess and collect. It super-Gestapo That would not do in a coun- 
would bo responsible for policy directives try which Is at tbs mercy of secret police 
If would channel the -dope" to the Execu- It so happens that on police or law enforce- 
Uvo for the formulation of national ami mant function would bo vested In the pro- 
International policy. Mora than the raving posed over all Intelligence service, either at 
of the promt rysum from a postwar break- home or abroad. It would simply snva 
■P M envisaged, more than transfer of policy-making from being dooe In the dark, 
mrthoilty ever the military aide of It frem.lt for InsUoce. the President la asking for 
tho Joint Chiefs to tho executive oAcv appropriations for tho armed forces, these 
There would be the addition of tho prkn- appropriations must bo for tho purpose of 
km Ingredient of coordination and overall meeting situations which, aa we have learned 
which la still lacking In Intelligence from experience 'tween wars, are not known 
■ li m many other phases of ear to 
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15 February 1945 


l^ORAiaXJai FCR THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

I deem it vy duty to place before the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff certain considerations relating to recent newspaper 
publications of JCS documents. 

1. Under date of l8 November 19U I forwarded to the 
President a memorandum concerning the necessity for a central 
intelligence service, to which was attached a draft of the 
substantive authority required by such a service. The President 
referred this memorandum to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who 
issued J.C.S. Il8l reproducing the original documents (with 
certain formal and now significant changes) and'referring them 
to the Joint Intelligence Committee for consideration. 


2. On 1 January 1945 the JIC issued J.I.C. 239/5 contain¬ 
ing certain recommendations to the JCS (through the Joint 
Strategic Survey Committee) with respect to the original pro¬ 
posal. The contents of J.C.S. Il8l and J.I.C. 239/5 were pub¬ 
lished in the Chicago "Tribune" and the Washington "Time 3 -Herald", 


with the by-line of Walter Trohan, Washington correspondent of 
the Chicago "Tribune", in their issues of 9 February and 11 
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3- Proof that the newspapers published the contents of 
JtC.S. llbl and J.I.C. 235/5 “ and not my original memorandum - 
is clearly evident from a comparison of all documents, reveal¬ 
ing that: 

(a) In both J.C.S. Il3l and the newspaper articles the 
word "Enclosure" is placed at the head of the memo¬ 
randum to the President; this word was not contained 
in the original memorandum; 

(b) In J.C.S. ll^'l and the newspaper articles the terms 
"JointChiefs of Staff” and ”the Office of Strategic 
Services'' are employed where the original memorandum 
used the abbreviated references ”JCS” and "OSS”; 

(c) The draft of authority attached to the original memo¬ 
randum was referred to therein as ”Tab A”; in both 
J.C.S. Il8l and the newspaper articles it is referred 
to as "Appendix”. 

4- Such public disclosure of a secret JCS paper strikes 
at the heart of military security. Unless this act is speedily 
investigated and punished, the future security of JCS documents 
may be jeopardized. Further, thousands in Government service 
who would see such a violation occur with impunity might well 
feel no need of discretion in their own activities. 




wr 

5- To invade the security of the JCS. by publishing the 
detailed text of a pending plan, is a serious offense. It is 


even acre serious to disclose to our envies official expres¬ 
sions of the inadequacies of our intelligence services and the 
conflicts engendered by an attempt to ranedy these deficiencies. 
This has already been capitalized and ridiculed by the German 
radio, which has asked two specific questions: (1) How were 
these secret documents aade available to the press. ( 2 ) Who 
could have been interested in the publication of the documents? 

6 . Study of the articles leads to the conclusion that the 
publication was not the result of an accident or a "leak", but 
a deliberate plan to sabotage any reorganization of the U.S. in¬ 
telligence services. The falsehood concerning the frankfurter 
employment. the characterization of the proposal as a "Gestapo" 
and "super-spy" schase of the President, the immediate canvassing 
of Congress based upon misstatements and distortions of fact, 
all make clear a design and intent, through the incident of 


suspicion and antagonism, to prevent adoption of any proposal. 
7- The first article alone might have been construed as 


an attempt to discredit a specific agency or individual. But the 
second article containing and attacking the recosmendations of 
the JIC confirms the conclusion that whoever transmitted the 
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documents or their contents to the newspapers was motiveted by 

a determination to destroy any project, by whensoever proposed, 

which might lead to the establishment of a central intelligence 
system. 

3. The past history of the newspapers concerned may ex¬ 
plain their readiness to make a political attack on the Presi - 
dent by any means. Whatever the motive of the newspapers, it 
is clear that the producer of the document used these newspapers 
to create fear of an American Gestapo and to prevent ultimate 
approval of any plan for a central intelligence service. Further 
bearing upon intent and motive is the clear evidence in the 
newspaper articles that consideration was given to legal advice 
before^publication. The disclosure then made, in wilful disregard 
of consequences to the nation, at so critical a moment in the 
war and in the planning of peace, is in the nature of a treason¬ 
able utterance. 

9*. While the above inferences are clear, establishment of 
the facts is more difficult. For example, there can be no dis¬ 
pute that when this proposal was presented to the various JCS 
committees there were differences of opinion and hostile comments. 
Participating in these discussions were both officers and 
civilians. The relationships of all having access to these docu- 
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ments must be inquired into by counsel, skilled in the investi- 
Sation and trial of cases, in order to explore possible channels 
of disclosure and to assess possible motives. Statements made 
must be measured - whether they be those of witnesses before the 
ocmmittees or argents made in separate or private conferences 
outside committee meetings - they must be measured and compared 
with the substance of similar statements in the artioles. 

10. This can be effectively accomplished only by a judicial 
or quasi-judicial body armed with the power to subpoena and to 
compel testimony under oath. Creation of such an authority under 
the JCS is perhaps not feasible. However, a body with power 
to acoept testimony under oath may be immediately constituted. 

Therefore, I respectfully recommend that a body be designa¬ 
ted, and properly empowered, to inquire into and to report upon 
the facts and circumstances surrounding the public disclosure 
of the JCS documents. 


William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


24 February 1945 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I am enclosing the latest radiotelephone 
message from our representative in Berne, which I 
believe the President will find interesting. Will 
you kindly see that it reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. / 


24 February 1945 






MEMORANDA FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

I think you will be interested in the en¬ 
closed radiotelephone report from the OSS Berne rep¬ 
resentative, which concerns (1) present political 
conditions in Germany, and (2) a summary of the sit¬ 
uation in Germany by the Berlin correspondent of the 
Neue Zuercher Zeitung . 


William J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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•oroflfl the Odor. .Jow thing. have Gained down. The population baa boooi 
aoouatooed to the new condition. There la a breathlnr boo 11. The nnm. 


of Her 1 in take, partied notTof ^ Zj'ZS? “S^STwE f STS: 
p^nnf 80 0f tha C,p f k|1 the re Inforoenent of the front everywhere. 
People are recoverinc^fron the .hook and are rogatofeT^eS^™: 

££ courae. the leading olrdea aee farther than the ordinary 
oitleen. They can neaaure the gravity of the great loaoen of ftapluS. 

!lS TJUTZJZl ^ ~ the re let lonahlp cf *f or oea £"£°2„ 

have SonJ!lSd 0 JfSS2 I? 3 P 1 ® 7 S 0 * that repo tit ion of the event, that 

Ooobbela write, that Germany la determined to Jmvo recourse tr» U J>L 

£iSht^e2I i !Xla TI “ r ^! ulti the Yalta Conference arTno^^awlStSd • 
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i 1 ? 1 ?! will bo openly hoe tile to eaoh otl»p in the not too renote future 
£?** 3?** thoy **** ft C aln brideed over their difference* fir* 
t)ie th» being# The war againat their cannon oner^r, Geroany. holds then 
together despite all tiiat divides thee. — n * ra 

Thus, the Third Reich has no alternative but unconditional re- 
aietance. a. Ooebbel. proclaimed. There mat not be a .ingle oaroon who 

Mnd2r° V Fven h ^ 5 U of “tlon by oowerdly aur- 

render. Even the alighteat thought of It would conetltute a deviation 

n^oo the olear and unoonpronl*lng line of the Germs conduot of war with 

which Geranny oust sink or awla. There la only one salvation In the pree< 

J°? # aDd that , ** unconditional bravery of ono and all. The Katlona' 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

24 February 1945 
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Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the enclosed memorandum, containing intelligence 
transmitted by the OSS representative in Bern. Will 
you kindly see that it reaches him? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 


J'. QCZZ 

CharlesS. Cheston 


Acting Director 


Enclosure. 
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The following information, tranaoitted by the OSS rep¬ 
resentative in Bern, has been supplied by a source of uncertain 
reliability, but appears plausible in the light of information 
from other sources available to the representative: 

An official of the German Embassy in North Italy whose 
name source did not disclose has come to Switserland to convert 


to Swiss francs some marks belonging to members of Marshal Kes- 
selring's staff. This official declares that Marshal Kesselring 
and Rudolph Rahn, Ambassador to the Mussolini regime in North 
Italy, are ready to surrender and even to fight against Hitler, 
if the Allies can make it worth their while. lesselring, ac¬ 
cording to the official, feels that under present trends he is 
destined to retire to the Alps and, subordinate to SS officials, 
to die in the final resistance or be killed for not resisting 
the Allies. As long as Kesselring is still in Italy he feels 
he still has power and is willing to use that power to surren¬ 
der, in return for concessions. The official did not make it 
clear as to whether concessions to lesselring and his staff or 
to Germany in general are desired. 
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^Attention is invited to memoranda dated 9 February, 
concerning lesselring's attitude toward negotiating with the 
Western AllieSj.7 


S’ 0/..A, 
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 


DECU 







Miss Grace Tully 
The White {louse 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I think the President will be in¬ 
terested in the attached memorandum. Will 
you please see that it reaches his desk. 
Thank you. 


Sincerely, 

ft A 


William J. Jbnovan 
Director 


Attachment 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 



25 February 1945 


MSUDRAHDUM FOR Tifl? PRESIDES 

In the course of a search for the officfal and 
personal papers of Marshal Graziani (which were found in 
their hiding place in the Catacombs), our people recovered 
certain boxes of personal property. This property evidently 
represented booty taken by the Uarshal in the Abyssinian 
campaign. Of chief interest are the silver service, Coptic 
cross and ceremonial garments of iiaile Selassie and certain 
of his chieftains. 

If it eeets with your wishes we shall deliver 
these to him for you. In tuis event, I wonder if you would 
care to prepare a note of transmittal. 


William J. Donovan 
Direotor 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

26 February 1945 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

I think the President will be interested in 
the enclosed memorandum, containing information for¬ 
warded by our Caserta representative. Will you kindly 
see that it reaches him? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 



Ok. 


'uuu J-. Okzzz 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

26 February 1945 


fi 7 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 


The following information has been transmitted by the 
OSS representative in Belgrade: 


Premier Subasich, who is currently negotiating with 
Partisan leaders in Belgrade, states that he continues to find 
Marshal Tito most reasonable, but that Tito's subordinates are 
more difficult. Many of the latter, Subasich explains, have 
had little opportunity to learn about the United States or Brit¬ 
ain, and hence underrate their importance. Subasich said he 
would endeavor to carry out King Peter's instructions concern¬ 


ing the regency council, but if this should be impossible and 
the King should refuse to ratify the counterproposals of Tito 
and Subasich, the result would be "very bad". Subasich would 
not say whether, in such case, he would proceed without the 
King's approval, but stated that he definitely would not re¬ 
turn to London. 


Edvard Kardely, Vice President of the National Libera¬ 
tion Committee (the Partisan provisional cabinet) and one of the 
leading negotiators, asserted on 22 February that the basic 
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conflict between the King and Tito is due to the fact that the 
King insists on nominating politically prominent men to the re- 
gency, while Tito feels the regents should exercise only the 
royal prerogatives and should be non-political figures. "Other¬ 
wise- , added Kardely, "we would have a regency following one po¬ 
litical line while we would be following another." This, said 
Kardely, was Tito's reason for rejecting Milan Grol and Yuray 
Shutey (Sutej), the latter of whom is unacceptable to the Par¬ 
tisans for other reasons as well. 

^The OSS representative in Belgrade comments that the 
statement of Kardely, who is a shrewd but honest Communist, sums 
up the fundamental conflict on the regency issue. While King 
Peter wishes his regents to take an active part in the crucial 
political developments of the coming months, Tito intends that 
their role shall be limited to that of a British constitutional 
monarch. Tito and his followers are adamant on this point and 
it is suggested that if the King does not agree within the next 
week or ten days, the negotiations may fall through 

CJiluu*. S’. ( §ST. J. ~ 
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


26 February 1945 


Uiss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Uiss Tully: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the enclosed message from our Bern representative. 
Will you kindly see that it reaches him? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

GL*. s.Gfczzr- 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 


Enclosure. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 



Date 


The following information, transmitted by the OSS* rep- ^ 
resentative in Bern, is a sequel to a memorandum dated 9 February: 

Alexander Constantin von Neurath, the German Consul at 
Lugano, while visiting his father (the former Foreign Minister 
and Protector of Bohemia and Moravia) near Stuttgart on 10 Feb¬ 
ruary, received a telephone call from Marshal Kesselring, advis¬ 
ing him to go to a secret rendezvous where he found Lieutenant- 
General Siegfried Westphal, chief of staff to Rundstedt, and 
Marshal Johannes Blaskowitz, former (?) commander of Army Group 
•G" on the Western Front. Von Neurath knew Westphal well, hav¬ 
ing served with him for two years as liaison officer in North 
Africa; he knew Blaskowitz less well. 

The three frankly discussed the possibility of opening 


the Western Front to the Allies. Westphal and Blaskowitz ques¬ 
tioned the value of taking such a step, if they were merely to 
be considered as war criminals. They added that it was increas¬ 
ingly difficult to organize any large-scale move to open the 
front because of the technical difficulties presented by the 


DECLASSIFIED 
Bj Authority o f C-(A- 


- 2 - 





D«te JUN 1 1 19/ 3 


SS and the state of mind of the troops. They said that their 
armies included large elements of Germans from East Prussia and 
eastern Germany whose fighting qualities had been stiffened by 
the Soviet occupation of their home areas. These troops, they 
explained, motivated by the feeling that they have lost every¬ 
thing and having no homes or families to which to return, con¬ 
sider it better to stay on and fight. Westphal even declared 
that the troops sometimes refuse to obey orders from headquar¬ 
ters to retire, stating that since they are holding good posi¬ 
tions and may not find as good ones in the rear, they prefer 
to fight it out where they are. 

Neither Westphal nor Blaskowitz made definite sugges¬ 
tions. They appear, however, (a) to be working with Kesselring, 
(b) to have uppermost in their minds the idea of opening up the 
Western and Italian Fronts to the Allies, and (c) to be approach¬ 
ing the point where they might discuss such an arrangement on 
purely military lines with an American Army officer. Prerequi¬ 
sites to such a discussion would be adequate security arrange¬ 
ments and personal assurances that they would not be included 
in the war criminals list but would be granted some basis to 
justify their action, such as an opportunity to help in the or¬ 
derly liquidation and to prevent unnecessary destruction in 


Germany. 



DECLASSIFIED 

Von Neurath, now back in Switzerland, plans to report 
to Kesselring his conversation with Westphal and Blaskowitz and 
to determine whether a routine reason can be found for Westphal 
to visit Kesselring. 

^he OSS representative comments that while von Neu- 
rath may obtain further direct access to Kesselring without 
arousing SS and SD suspicions, he must exercise the greatest 
care. The representative doubts that von Neurath will be 
guilty of indiscretion, since his own life is apparently at 
stake and since his background is non-Nazi. The representative 
describes von Neurath as not brilliant but a reasonably solid 
type who has excellent relations with the Reichswehr as a re¬ 
sult of his long liaison work in North Africa. If Westphal 
makes the trip to Italy he coQld probably stay only a very 
short time without arousing suspicion, since Kesselring himself 
is already the subject of press rumors which may result in his 
elimination by Himmler. r 

/fThe London Daily Dispatch on 24 February carried a 
story from its Bern correspondent stating that Kesselring has 
offered secretly to the Allies to withdraw under pressure, leav¬ 
ing North Italian cities intact and preventing neo-Fascist de¬ 
struction, in return for which he has asked for assurances that 
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he would not be considered a war criminal and would be allowed 
to retire his troops to Germany to maintain order.) 

/The OSS representative declares that while he cannot 
predict the chances of successfully persuading Westphal and Kes- 
selring to open up the Italian and Western Fronts simultaneously, 
he judges them to be sufficient to justify careful consideration 
of the idea. He believes that no political cuid pro quo 's or 
impairment of the unconditional surrender principle would be in¬ 
volved if conversations were held between an American officer and 
these German officers. Such conversations, which could be held 
in the Lugano area on the Swiss side of the Italo-Swiss border, 
would have to await the outcome of von Neurath's forthcoming 
meeting with Kesselring^ 

(The OSS representative in Caserta reports that AFHQ is 
interested in obtaining positive and authentic confirmation of 
Kesselring’s disposition to negotiate with the Allies. AFHQ feels 
that if Kesselring wishes to dispatch an emissary with an official 
message, he could find means to do so.) 




Charles S. Cheston 


Acting Director 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


28 February 1945 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

The enclosed memorandum, containing informa¬ 
tion forwarded by our London representative, will prob¬ 
ably be of interest to the President. Will you kindly 
see that it reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

s .QczZzr. 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


28 February 1945 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The OSS representative in London has trans¬ 
mitted the following information^ dated 27 February: 

Marshal Tito is reported to be still insist¬ 
ing upon his original nominees for the regency council: 
Dushan Semets (Semec) and Ante Mandich. For the 
third appointee, Tito and Premier Subasich will re¬ 
portedly offer King Peter a choice among Srdjan 
Budisavlyevich, Dushan Siaovich, and a third personage 
whose name has not yet been ascertained. 

j' Ckzzzz — 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 
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